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ADVENTURES 


GIL BLAS of Santillane. 


\ 


[Continuation of CHAP. XIII. BOOK XI. 


EANWHILE our blood flawed apace, and we 
grew Weaker and weaker: neveitheleſs, wound: 
ed as we were, we had ſtrength enough to go to the 
town of Villarejo, which was but two gun-ſhoi's from 
the field of battle. We alighted at the firſt inn we came 
to, and ſending for ſurgeons, one was brought, whe 
had the reputation of being expert in his profeſſion : 
he examined our wounds, which be found danger: 
ous, then dreſſed them, and next day, after having 
taken aff the dreflings declared that the wounds of 
Don Blas was mortal; hejudged more favourably.of 
mine, and his prognoſtics were fulklled. _ | 
Combados hearing bis doom, thought of nothing 
but preparing for death: he likewiſe diſpatched an ex- 
preis to inform his wife of what had happened, and 
of his preſent melancholy ſituation; upon which 
23 FI , A 3 f a 92 D | 
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'6 The ADVENTURES of 
Donna Helena ſetting out immediately, ſoon arrived 
at Villarejo, her mind diſturbed with a diſquiet which 
had two different cauſes : the dathger in which her 
huſband wes, and the dread of feeling, at fight of me, 
a flame which was but half extinguiſhed, revive, cre: 
ated a terrible agitation in her breaſt. Madam, 
{ſaid Don Blas, when ſhe came into his preſence) you 


arrive time enough to receive my laſt adieu: I am | 


going to die, and I regard my death as the puniſh. 
ment. of heaven for having, by a deceit, deprived you 
of Don Gaſton, Far from murmuring at my fate, I 
exhort vou to reſtore to him the heart which 1 unjuſt. 
ly ſeized.” Donna Helena anſwered only by her 
tears; and truly, it was the beſt reply ſhe could make, 
as ihe was not as yet ſo much detached from me, as 
to forget the artifice which he had practiſed, to make 
her break her vows. | 

As the ſurgeon had prognoſticated, Combados died 
of Mis wounds, in lefs than three days, while mine 
indicated a ſpeedly cure. "The young widow, who 
was wholly ingroſſed by the care of tranſparting her 
huſband's corps to Corio, in order to perform all the 
funeral Honours which ſhe owed to his aſhes, depart- 
cd from Villarejo, after having enquired (through 
pure p53liteneſs) about my heath. As ſoon as + could 
follow her, I ſet out alſo for Coria, where ay reco- 
very being compleated, my aunt Donna Eleonora, and 
Don George de Gwiſteo reſolved that Helena and 1 
ſhould be married forth with, leſt fortune ſhould again 
part us by ſome unlucky accident. This marriage 
was celebrated in private, on account of the too re- 
cent death of Don Blas; and a few days after, I re- 
turned to Madrid with Donna Helena. As I had ex- 
ceeded the time preſcribed by the count-duke for my 
journey, I was afraid that he had given to another the 
lientenancy which he had promiſed to me: but he had 
not diſpoſed of it, and was ſo good as to admit the 


excuſes whuch J made for my delay. 5 TY 


CI FEAS. 


I am now (continued Cogollos) lieutenant; of the 
Spaniſh guards, am pleaſed with my employment, 


Th and have. contracted ſome agreeable friends, with 
zer „hom 1: live very happily.” 4 F-wiſb I could ſay; 
ne a much (cried Don Andrea) but Tam very far from 
being fatisfied with my condition: I have loft my. 
Fa poſt, which was pretty advantageous ;. and I have no 
Ny friends who have credit enough to procure me ſuch, 


Fi another.“ © Pardon me, Signior Andrea, ſaid 1, 
"bY iniling, you have in me a friend who is good for 
ething. 1 have already ſaid that I am fiill bettey 
iſt loved by the count-duke, than ever I was by th 
duke of Lerma; and you have aſſurance to tell me to 


8 my face, that you have not a friend who can procure 
"il : good poſt for you. Haye I not once before dong 
15 you ſuch a piece of ſervice? Remember that by the 


tereſt of the archbiſhop of Grenada, I was the oc- 
ed calion of your being named to exerciſe an employ+ 
| ment at Mexico, where you would have made your 
no fortune, if love had not detained you in the city of 
her WM Alicant; and I am at preſent more capable of 1 

you, having the ear of the prime-miniſter.“ « 
truſt wholly to you then, replied Tordeſillas, but, 
A added he, ſmiling in his turn, pray don't ſend me to 
ufd New-Spain; 1 would not go thither, if I was to be- 
made chief judge of Mexico.” | 5 
nd We were interrupted in this part of our converſa- 
if WW ton by Donna Helena, who came into the hall, aud 
whoſe amiable perſon equalled the charming idea 
ace which I had formed of her beauty. Madam, ſaid 
15 Cogollos to her, this is Signior de Santillane, of w hom 
te- W you have heard me ſpeak, and whoſe agreeable com- 
x. MW pay hath often ſuſpended my ſforraws while 1 was 
ny MY priſon.“ es, madam, faid I to Donna Helena, 


he my converſation pleaſed him, becauſe you was al- 
2 ways the ſubjeQt of it.“ Don George's daughter made 
be a modeſt reply to my comph ment; after which IK 
my leave of this couple, 3 that 1 was ravith- 
: 4 | cet 


8 Bf ql - ADVENTURES of 
| ed to find their long paſſion was at length-crawned'by 
n happy marriage.” Then addrefling. myſelf to Tor. 
. defillas, I deſired him to give me his direction, which 
when J received, (Without bidding you adieu, Don 
Andrea, ſaid I, I hope in lefs chan eight days, you 
will ſee that I have, power as well as friendſhip.” 
My words were ſoon verified; the very next day the 
eaunt-duke furniſhed me wih an occaſion to oblige 
the keeper, . Santillane, - ſaid his excellency, the 
place of governor of the royal priſon at Valladolid is 
vscant: it brings in more than three | hvndred 
piſtoles per annum, and I am reſolved to beſtow it 
upon thee,” „ would not have it, my lord, an- 
ſwered I, were it worth ten thouſand ducats yearly: 
J renounce all poſts that I cannot enjoy, without fe- 
moving from your grace.“ w But, reſumed the mi- 
niſter, thou mayeſt very well enjoy this, without be- 
ing obliged to leave Madrid, except to go ſometimes 
to Valladolid, to viſt the priſon. Lou may ſay what 
vou pleaſe (1 replied); I will not accept of that em- 
Ployment, but on condition that I ſhail be allowed 
to reſign in favour of a brave genileman called Don 
Andrea de Tordeſillas, formerly keeper of the tower 
ol Segovia: I ſhould love to make him that preſent, 
As an acknowledgment for the kind treatment Ire. 
ceived from bim during my confinement.'? 

The miniſter laughing at this. diſcourſe, ſaid, “ 1 
Tee. Gil Blas, thou halt a mind to make a governor 
of a royal prifon, as thou haſt made a viceroy. Well, 
be it ſo, my friend, I give to thee this vacant place 
for Tordeſillas; but tell me freely, what advantage 
thou wilt reap from it: for I don't believe thee fool 
enough to employ thy credit for. nothing.“ © My 
lord, anſwered I, ought not a man to pay his debts? 
Don Andrea, in the moſt difintereſted mar.ner, did 
me all the-ſcrvice he could: 'ought not ] ta requite 
his generoſity d' ve You are become very difinterelted, 
Mr. Santillane, _ his a cs I think you were 
| not 
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R 
übt ſo much fo, under the laſt miniſter.” * Town 
it, ſaid I, my morals were corrupted by bad exam- 
ple: as evety thing was then put to ſale, I conformed 
| myſelf to the faſhion ; and as every thing is now given 
away, I have reſumed my integrity.” 
a I procured, then, the government of the royal pri- 
- ſon of Valladolid, for Don Andrea, whom, ina lutle 
g time, I ſent to that city, as well ſatisfied with his new 
e ſeitlement, as I was with the opportunity of acquitting 
f. myſelf of the obligations I owed lun, . 


n- lr, 14 


e Santillane wifits the poet Aunnez : an account of the perſons 


whom he found, and the diſcourſe which he heard at his 
os lodgings. © | 
NE afternoon, I was ſeized with an inclination 

of viſiting the Aſturian poet, being curious to 
ved WE know how he was lodged. I went accordingly, to 


on Wl the houſe of Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, and. 
wer WF aikins for Nunnez, © He does not hve here, (laid 
ent, 


tn2 porter) but lodges there at preſent, having hired 
fe. the back-ſide of the houſe.” So ſaying, he pointed 
to a houſe in the neighbourhood, whither I went, 
and after having croſſed a ſmall court, entered into a 
not WE nfca ball, where I found my friend Fabricio ſtill at 
table, with five or fix of his companions whom he 
lace ucated that day. | 5 
Thev had almoſt dined, and conſequently, were in 
a trim for difputing; but as ſoon as they perceived 
me, their noiſy diſcourſe ſubſided into profound ſi- 
lence, Nunnez got up with great eagerneſs to receive 
me, crying ; © Gentlemen, this is Signior de San» 
blanc, who is fo good as to honour me with a viſit 3 
Pray 1011 me, in Pxying your reſpecis to the favourite, 
f the prime minister.“ At theſe words, all the 
| | 2 5 gueſts 
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gueſts got up alſo to ſalute me; and in favour of thy 
title which I had received, treated me with great ci. 
vility and reſpect. Although I was neither hungry 
nor thirſty, I could not excuſe myſelf from ſitting 
down at table with them; and was even obliged tg 
honour the toaſt which they had propoſed, | 
As I imagined that my preſence was a check upon 
theirconverſation : Gentlemen, ſaid I, I have in- 
terrupted your diſcourſe ; pray reſume it, or I will 
be gone.“ Theſe gentlemen (ſaid Fabricio) were 
talking of the higenia de Euripides. The batchelor 
Melchior de Villegas, who is a critic of the firſt or- 
der, was aſking of Signior Don Jacinto de Rome- 
rata, what was the moſt intereſting circumſtance of 
that tragedy?” Ves {ſaid Don Jacinto), and 1 
anſwered, that it was the danger of Iphigenia.“ 
„% And I (faid the batchelor) replied (and I am ready 
lo demonſtrate my aſſertion) that the danger is not 
the moſt intereſting part of the ſubject. “ What is 
then? (cried the old licentiate Gabriel de Leon), 
"Tis the wind (ſaid the batchelor). | 
The whole company burſt out into laughter at this 
repartec, which I could not believe ſerious : I thought 
that Melchior pronounced it, with a view of enliven- 
ing the converſation; but I did not know this vir- 
tuoſo, who was a man that did not at all underſtand 
raillery. Laugh as much as you pleaſe, gentle- 
men {replied he drily); I maintain, that the wind 
alone ought to intereſt, ſurprize and move the ſpecs 
-tator ; figure to yourſelves a numerous army aſſem- 
bled to go and beſiege Troy; conceive all the impa- 
tience of the chiefs and foldicrs to execute that enters 
prize, that they may ſpeedily return into Greece, 
where they have lett what is moſt dear to them, their 
wives, children, and houſhold gods; in the mean 
time, a curſed contrary wind detains them at Aulis, 
ſeems to nail them to the port, and if it does change, 
.they cannot go and peſiege the city of Priam; it he 


- 
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ing point of that tragedy. I ſhare with the Greeks, 
] eſponſe their cauſe, my whole wiſh is the departure 
of the fleet, and I ſee with indifference the danger of 
Iphigenia, ſince her death is the only means of ob- 
taining a favourable wind from the gods.” 

Villegas had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than the 
laugh was renewed at his expence. | 
miſchievous as to ſupport his opinion, that he might 
afford more game to the ralliers, who began to paſs 


a great many jokes upon the wind: but the batchelor 


beholding them all; with a phlegmatic haughty look- 
treated them as ignorant and vulgar minds. I ex-. 
pected every moment to fee them warm, and to go 
to loggerheads the uſual end of their differtations 3 
but I was baulked in my expectation: they were 
contented with reviling one another, and withdrew 
when they had eaten and drank their fill. 
When they were gone, I aſked Fabricio, why he 
did not live ſtill with his treaſurer : and if he had 


quarrelled with him? «+ Quarrel! (anſwered he) | 5 


God forbid: Iam more in tavour than ever with Si- 
gnior Don Bertrand, who has allowed me to lodge 
by myſelf. I have, therefore, hired theſe lodgings, 


to receive my friends, and make merry with them in 


full liberty: which is often the caſe: for thou knows 
eſt that Jam not of an humour to leave much wealth 
to my heirs; and what is very happy for me, I am, 
4 preſent, in a condition of enjoying parties of plea» 
fure ever day.” I am overjoyed to hear it, my 
dear Nurinez {faid I), and I cannot help congratu- 
ating thee again upon the ſueceſs of thy laſt trage. 
dy: the whole eight hundred dramatic pieces of the 
great Lope, have not brought him one f8urth' of 
ot what thou haſt got by thy Count de Saldagne, 


Na © 
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wind, therefore, which conſtitutes the moſt intereſts 


Nunnez was fa 
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CHAP! I. 


| | 6 Blas ts ſent to Toledo by the min iter : the motive and 
| 8 


Dass a Whole month almoſt, his grace had 
been ſaying to me every day, “ Santillane, 
the time draws near when I ſhall fet thy addreſs to 
work; and ſtill this time did not come. At length, 
however, it arrived; and his excellency ſpoke to me 
in theſe words: „It is reported, that in the com- 
pany of players belonging to Toledo, there is a young 
actreſs whoſe talents make a great noiſe: it is ſaid that 
ſhe dances and {ings divinely, and quite captivates the 
ſpeRator by her declamation. I am aſſured alſo that 
me has a conſiderable ſhare of beauty. Such a genius 
de ſerves to appear at court. The king loves plays, 
muſic and dancing ; and he muſt not be deprived of 
the pleaſure of ſeeing and hearing a perſon of ſuch x- 
 tracrdinary. merit. I have reſolved. therefore, to 
fend thee to Toledo, to judge by thyſelf, whether or 
not the is actually ſuch a wonderful actreſs. I will 
be governed by the impreſſion ſhe ſhall make upon 
_ thee, as I depend a great deal on thy diſcernment.” 
I anfwered, that I ſhould give his grace a good ac- 
count of that affair; ard then prepared for my de- 


parture with one lacquey only, whom I ordered to, 


put off the miniſter's livery, that things might 5 
done the more myſteriouſly. And this Was ve 
much to his excellency's taſte. I ſet out then for 
Toledo, where, when I arrived, I alighted at an 
inn near the caſtle, Scarce had I ſet my foot to the 
ground, when the landlord, taking me, doubtleſs, 
for ſome country gentleman, ſaid to me“ * 
5 * valler, 


acceſs of his journey. nn 
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valicr, I ſuppoſe you are come to town,' to ſee'the 


auguſt ceremony of the Auto do Fe, which is to be | 


pe: formed-to-morrow.” Fan{fwered in the affirma- 
tive, thinking it more prudent to let him believe 
that, than to give him an opportunity of queſtioning 
me about my coming to Toledo; -* You will fee 
(he reſumed) one of the fineſt proceſſions that ever 
happened : there are {{' am told) more than a hun- 
dred priſoners, among which, they reckon above ten 
who are td be burner | £1 

Next morning, indeed, before ſun riſe, I heard 
all the bells of the city tolhng; and this melancholy 
ſound was to advertiſe the people, that they were go» 
ing to begin the Auto da Fe *. Curious to fee this ſo- 
lemnity, I put on my cloaths in a hurry, and repaired 
to the inquiſition. All along the ſtreets through 
which the proceſſion was to paſs, ſcaffolds were 
erected, upon one of which I hired a pla In a 
little time I perceived the Dominican, Who walked 
foremait, preceded by the banners of the inquiſition. 


TER: ” 


Theſe good fathers were immediately followed by 


the wretched victims which were to be ſacrificed that 
day by the holy office. Theſe miſerable creatures 
walked one after another, with their heads and feet 


bare, each having a wax-taper in his hand, and a 


godfather + by his fide, Some had large ſcapularies 
of yellow ſtuff, garniſhed- with St. Andrew's croſſes 
painted red, and called Sanbenito; others wore Cas 
r0chas, which are high paper-caps made in the ſhape 
of a ſugar-loaf, and covered with flames and diabo- 
lical figures, | | | 
As I looked attentively at theſe unfortunate people; 
with a compaſſion which L took care to conceal, that 


*The Act of Faith. 


5 


+ People named by the Inquiſitor, to accompany 


the priſoners in the Auto da Fe, are obliged to be an- 
Iwerable for them. HIT 7 
5 *Vö I might 


23 
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I might not · ſuffer · for it, 1 thought that I recolletted, 
among-thofe Who bad their heads adorned with Caro- he 
| chas, the reverend father Hilary, and his companion the 
brother Ambroſe. They paſſed ſo near me, that 1 W wi 
Could not be miſtaken. What do 1 ſee ! (faid I to | 
myſelf) heaven, weared with the diſorderly lives of gle 
| theſe wretches, -hath delivered them at laſt to the jul- de 
tice of the inquiſition!““ S0. ſaying, I felt mylelf in 
l ſeized with horror: 1 trembled ſrom head to foot, the 
and my ſpirits were ſo diſordered, that I had almoſt W At 
ſwodned. The connection which 1 once had wih of 
thefe rogues, the adventure of Xeva, in ſhort, all the loi 
circumſtances of my correſpondence with them, pre- he 
ſented themſelves that moment to my fancy; and I gre 
thought I could never be thankful enough to God, 28 
for having preſerved tne from the ſcapulary and (a. WW fir 
-rochas. 175 8 | 
When the ceremony was ended, I returned to the fta 
inn, trembling at the dreadful ſpectacle which 1 had ap 
bchetd ; but theſe afflicting images, which diſturb au! 
my imaginations, diſperſed mfenfibly : and now my WW th 
whole ſtudy was to acquit myſelf handſomely of the by 
commiſhon entruſted to ny care, I waited impati- an 
ently for play-time, that I might go to the theatre, if 
judging that to be the moſt proper beginning of my W W 
work: and as foon as the hour came, went thither, fo! 
and fat down by a knight of Alcantara; with whom IE ch 
entering into converſation, © Signior, ſaid I to him; IM th; 
may a ſtranger be ſo bold as to aſk you one quel- pr 
| tion?” © Signior Cavalier, anſwered he, very po- mn 
litely, 1 ſhall think it an honour,” I have heard | 
the actors of Toledo {I-reſumed) very much extolled : ¶ ſc. 
pray, have I been miſinformed ?” „ No, (replied WW tri 
the knight) their company is not bad; nay, there are Il th 
great players among them. You will ſee, among au 
others, the fair Lucretia, an actreſs of fourteen years th 
of age, who will ſurprize you very much. I ſhall WW th 
have no occaſion to point her out to you; when the v. 
appears, you will calily diſtinguiſh her from 4 of 
IC, 


GL BL AS. 800 
reſt. I. aſked if ſhe was to play that evening; and- || 
he told me ſhe would; obſerving at the. ſame time, | 
that ſhe had a very ſhining part to act in the piece 
which was going to be repreſented. 1 

The play began; and two actreſſes, who had ne- 
glected nothing which could contribute towards ren- 
dering them charming, appeared on the ſtage; but, 
in ſpite of the luſtre of their diamonds, I took nei- 
ther one nor the other for her whom I expected. 
At length Lucretia walked forwards from the bottom 
of the ſtage; and her appearance was ſaluted by + 
long and general clapping of hands. Ah! there 
ſhe is (ſaid I to myſelf ;) what a noble air ! what 
grace! what fine eyes! O the divine creature! I was 
actually very well pleaſed, or rather, paſſionately 
firack with her perſon. On hearing her recite the 
firſt couplet, I found ſhe had nature, fire, an under- 
landing above her age; and I willingly joined my 
applauſe to that which ſhe received from the whole 
audience, during the performance. Well, ſaid 
the knight to me, you fee how Lucretia is careſſed 
by the public.“ I am not at all ſurpriſed at it, 
anſwered I, © You would be leſs ſo ſtill, faid he, 
if you had heard her ſing. She is a perfect ſyren. 
Woe be to thoſe who liſten ! Her dancing is no leſs 
formidable. Her Reps, as dangerous as her voice, 
charm the eye, and force the heart to yield.” © IF 
that be the caſe, cried I, it muſt be owned, ſhe is a- 
prodigy ! What happy mortal has the pleaſure of 
ruining himſelf for fuch an amiable creature?“ ; 

She has uo declared lover, ſaid he, and even 
ſcandal has not as yet involved her in any private in- 
trigue, Nevertheleſs, added he, this may ſoon be 
the caſe; for Lucretia is under the conduct of her 
aunt Eſtella, who is certainly the moſt expert of all 
the actreſſes. At the name of Eſtella I interrupted 

the knight with precipitation, to aſk if that Eſtella 

was an atreſs of the Toledo company. She is one 


of the beſt of them, ſaid he, ſhe has not ated Ns 
| 275 
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day, and we have ſuffered by her abſence : ſhe uſually 


plays the part of the waiting- v Oman, which ſhe per- 


orms to admiration, Her action is full of ſpirit 


perhaps too full: but it is an agreeable fault, which 
Qught to be forgiven.“ The knight told me wonders 
of this Eſtella; and by the piéture he drew of her 


perſon, I never doubted that it was Laura, that ſame- 


Laura of whom I have ſpoke ſo much in my hittory, 
and whom 1 had left at Grenada, 

However, to be more certain {tz}, after the play, 
1 went behind the ſcenes; and calting my eyes 
around, found her in the tyring room, "talking to 
ſome. cotlemhen, who, perhaps, regarded her only 
as the aunt of Lucretia. I advanced to ſalute Laura; 
but whether through whim, or 1n order to puniſh 
me for my precipitate departure from Grenada, ſhe 
pretended not to knew me, and received my civilities 
ſo diily, that I was a litile diſconcerted. Inſtead of 
upbraiding ber in a laughing humour, for her cold 
behaviour towards me, I was fool enough to be net- 
tled at it: I even retired haſtily, reſolving, in my 
pailion, to return next day to Madrid. * To be re- 
venged of Laura, ſeid to. myſelf, her niece ſhall not 
have the honour of appearmg before the King: for 
this purpoſe, I can give to the miniſter fuch a de- 
ſcription of Lucretia as I pleaſe : I have no more to 
do, but to tell h:m that ſhe dances wich a bad grace, 
that ſhe. has a ſqucsking voice, and in ſhort, that 
her charms conſiſt in her youth only. I am ſure his 
excelleney, after * will have no inclination to 
bring ner to court.“ 

Such was the vengeance I e Laura, 
for her behaviour to me; but my reſentment did not 
laſt long: next day, juſt as I was abaut ito: depart, 
a page entered my chamber, and ſaid, © Here 1s a 
letter for Signior de Santillane.“ I am the perſon, 
my child,“ anſwered I, taking the letter, which con- 
ned theſe Wards: 3 41 FF en the manner in which 
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be ſo good as to follow the bearer.” I immediately 


took the page for my conductor, Who, When we were 
near the play-houſe; introduced me into a very hand- 
ſome houſe, where I found Laura at her. toilet, in a 


very genteel apartment. 5 Sa 

She gott up to embrace me, ſaying, -** Signior Gil 
Blas, IL kno that you have no cauſe to be pleaſed 
with the reception you met with, When you came to 


ſalute me in our tyring- room: an old friend, like 


you, had a right to expect more civil treatment: but 
1 muſt tell you, for my excuſe, that I was then in a 
very bad humour. When you appeared, I was quite 
engroſled by ſome ſcandalous diſcourſe which one 
of our gentlemen had uttered againſt my niece, 
whoſe honour is | dearer to me than my own. | Your 
ſudden retreat, added ſhe, made me immediately re- 
collect myſelf; and that moment Jordered my page 
to follow you to your lodging, thats I might to-day 
make amends for my fault.” * That is all already 
done, my dear Laura, faid I: let us talk no more 
of that matter: let us rather inform one another of 
what hasshappened to us, ſince the unlucky day on 
which the .dread! of juſt chaſtiſement made me quit 
Grenada with great precipitation, I left vou, you 
may remember, in a pretty great perplexity : prays 
how did you-extricate yourſeif > Had you not occa- 
lon for all your addreſs, to appeaſe your Portugueze 
lover?“ „ Not at all, replied Laura: don't you 
know, that in ſuch caſes the men are ſo weak, that 
they ſometimes even ſpare the women the trouble to 
Juitiſy themfelèes. I affirmed, continued ſhe, to the 
marquis of Marialva, that thou waſt my brother. 
Pardon me, Santillane, if I ſpeak to you as familiar- 


ly as heretofore : but I can't get rid of my old ha- 


bus. I tell thee then, that I brazened it out. “ Don't 
you ſee, (ſaid I to the Portugueze nobleman) that all 
this is the work of jealouſy and rage? Narciſla, my 
Wy __ comrade 


you was received laſt night in the tyring-room, and 
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| comrade and rival, incenſed to ſee me in quiet poſe; 
{ felon of a heart of which ſhe Was baulked, has plays 
dd me this trick: the has bribed the under candie-- 
Mutfer, who, as the miniſter of her reſentment, has 
the impudence to ſay, that he has ſeen me Ar ſenia's 
chambermaid. Nothing can be more ſalſe: the wis 
dow of Don Antonio Coclo always entertained too 
noble ſentimcuts to humble herſelf ſo low as to ſerve 
an actreſs. Beſides, What proves the falſity of the 


accuſation, and the conſpiracy of my accuſers, is the 


ee retreat of my brother: if he was preſent; 
e might confound their flander: but Narciſſa has, 
doubtlefs, employed ſome new artifice to make him 
diſappear. Though theſe reaſons, purſued Laura, 
made but an indifferent apology, the marquis was fo 
good as to be ſatisſied with it: and that good-natured 
novleman continued to love me, until the day of his 
departure from Grenada, on bis return ts. Portugal.“ 
Indeed, he did not ſtay long after thee : aud the wife 
of Zapata had the pleaſure of ſeeing me loſe the 
Iover of whom I had deprived her. After that, I 
hved ſome years at Grenada: then a diviſion happen» 
Mg in out company, which is often the cafe, all the 
players ſeparated: ſome went to Seville, others te 
Cordova; and 1 came to: Toledo, where J have been 
ten. years, with. my niece Lucretia, whom thou 
muſt have ſcen act laſt night, ſince thou was at the 
la * N | 
Facets not help laughing in this place; and Laura 
aſking the cauſe, + Can't you gueſs? (aid I) you 
have neither brother nor frfter, and of conſequence 
cannot be Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, when I calculate 
«he time which hath elapſed, fince our laſt fepars- 
tion, and compare it with the age of your miece, 1 
cannot help thinking that you are more nearly re- 
ate, 5 
1 underſtand you, Mr. Gil Bias, (replied Don 
Antonio's widow, reddening) what a chrouologilt 
N . you 


fuch a preſent to it. 


— 
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a are! it is impoſſible to make you believe it. 


Well, then, my friend, Bueretia is my daughter by 
the marquis of Marialva; ſhe is the fruit of our eo. 


reſpondenee; J can no longer conteal it from thee.““ 
« What a great effort you make, my ptineeſs, (ſaid 
J) in revealing that ſecret, after having impaited 10 
me your adventures with the ſteward of the hoſpital 
of Zamora. I mult teil you, moreover, Lueretia' w 
8 maid of ſuch ſingular merit, that the publie cans 
never be thankful enough to you, for having made 
It were to be wiſhed that all. 
your comrades had dene the fame,” If ſome mif. 
cluevous reader, in this place, recollefting the pri- 
vate converſations which I had with Laura at Gree 
nada, while I was ſeeretary to the marquis of Mas 
ralve, fuſpes that 1 might have diſputed with that 
nobleman the honour of being Lucretia's father, it is 
a ſuſpreton, the injuftice of Which I mult avow te 
my ſhame. b recounted my prmetpal adventures to. 
Laura in my turn, and made her acquainted with my 
preſent fifuation. She liftened to my narration ſo 
aitentively, as to ſhew that it Was far from being in- 
different to her: and when 1 had finiſhed it, 
„ Friend Santillane, (faid ſtc} I find you act a very 
conſiderable part on the theatte of the world; and 
you cannot imagine” how much I am oveyjoyed at 
your good fortune, When I hall bring Lucretia ts. 
ladrid, with an intention to introduce her into the 
prince's company, I flatter myſelf that ſte will 
find a powerful protector in Signior de Santillane.““ 
„Never doubt that (anſwered I) you may depend 
upon me: I will procure your daughter's admittance 
into the prince's. company, whenever you pleaſe 3 
this is what I can promiſe, witiout preſuming too 
much upon my power,” „1 would take you at 
your word, {rephed Laura) and fet out for Madrid 
to morrow, were I not reſtricted to this place by en- 
kege ments witd our company,” * An order from 
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20 The ADVENTURE of 
court can break theſe ties, (ſaid I) and yourſhall re- 
ceive one in leſs than eight days. I ſhall be pleaſed 
in taking Lucretia from the Toledans: ſuch an hand- 
'fome actreſs is deſtined for .courtiers, and properly 
belongs to us.” | | r 
Lucretia entered the room juſt as I had pronounced 
theſe words; and ſeemed fo pretty, and .engaging 
that I took her for the goddeſs Hebe. She had juſt 
'Tiſen ; and her naturel beauty ſhini without the 
help of art, preſented a-raviſhing object to my view. 
Come, niece, (ſaid her mother to her) come and 
thank this gentleman for his friendfhip : he is an old 
.acquaintance of mine, who. has great intereſt at court, 
and intends to introduce us both into the prince's 
company. Theſe words ſeemed to give pleaſure to 
the dear girl, who made me a low court'ſy; and ſaid, 
with an enchanting '{mite, „I moſt humbly thank 
you. for your obliging intention; but in taking me 
frem the people by whom I am beloved, are you 
ſure that I ſhall pleaſe the audience at Madrid? I 
ſhall perhaps loſe by the change. I remember to 
have heard my aunt-ſay, that ſhe has ſeen actors ca- 
reſſed in one place,-and hiſſed in another; and this 
gives me ſome concern: beware of expoſing me to 
the contempt, and yourſelf to che reproaches of the 
court.“ „ Fair Lucretia, (anſwered I) neither you 
nor I have reaſon to be apprehenſive of that: 1 rather 
fear, that by inflaming all that behold you, you will 
-Cieate ſome miſunderſtanding among our grandees.” 
* The fear of my niece (ſaid Laura) is better founded 
than yours: but I hope they are both vain; if Lucre 
tia cannot make a noiſe by her charms, in recome 
pence, ſhe is no contemptible adtreſs,” | 
Our coaveriation laſted ſome. time longer; and I 
had reaſon to conclude, from every thing which Lu- 
cretia ſaid, that ſhe was a maid. of a ſuperior genius, 
I then took my leave of the two ladies, aſſuring them 
that they Houle ſoon have an order from court to te. 
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Santillane gives an account of his commiſſion to the mi- 
niſter, who employs him to bring Lucretia to Madrid. 


The arrival of that attreſs, and. her appearance at 
court, ; S 


I my return to Madrid, 1 found the count- 
duke very impatient to know the ſucceſs of my 
journey. Gil Blas, (ſaid he) haſt thou ſeen this 
ſame actreſs? Is ſhe worth bringing to court?“ “ My 
lord (I rephed) fame, which uſually praiſes: beauties 
more than they deſcrve, has not ſaid enough in com- 
mendation of young Lucretia; ſhe is an admirable 
creature both as to her perſon and talents,” „ Is it 
pollible ! {cried the miniſter, with an interior ſatisfac» 
tion which I read in his eyes, and which made me 
believe that he had ſent me to Toledo on his own ac- 
count) is it poſſible that ſhe can be ſo amiable ?”” 
“% When you have feen her, (anſwered I) you will 


own, that no eulogium can do juſtice to her charms.” 


« Santillane, (ſaid his excellency) give me a faithful 
relation of thy journey; I ſhall be very glad to hear 
it.“ To ſatisfy my maſter, I then recounted all, 
even the hiſtory of Laura incluſively. I told him, 
that this actreſs had Lucretia by the Marquis of Ma- 
rialva, a Portugueze nobleman, who ſtopping at Gre- 
nada on his travels, fell in love with her. In ſhort, 
when I had recounted to his grace every thing. that 
happened between the two actreſſes and me, he ſaid, 
IJ am overjoyed to hear that Lucretia is the daughter 
of a man of quality ; that circumſtance intereſts me 
ſtill more in her behalf; ſhe muſt be brought to town, 
But (added he) continue as thou haſt begun; let not 
me appear in it; every, thing mult paſs in the name 
of Gil Blas de Santillane,” “““ 5 


I went 


— 


i 
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I went ahd told Carnero, that his Excelleney des 
fired him to expedite an order, by which the king re- 


<cived into his company Eitella and Lucretia, two ac« 


treſſes of Toledo. Aha! Signior de Samtillane 
(aid Carnero, with a fatirical ſmile) yes, you wal 
be ſerved immediately, ſince, in all appearance, You 
intereſt yourſeif for theſe.two ladies.“ At the fame 
time, he wrote an order with his own hand, and de- 
Iivered it to me expedited; ſo that I ſent it inſtantly 
to Eſtella by the ſame lacquey who had attended me 
to Toledo. Eight days after, the mother and daughter 


arriving at Madrid. took lodgings hard by the prince's 


company; and their firſt care was to give me notice 
of it by a billet. I viſited them immediately, where, 
after a thouſand offers of ſervice on my fide, and as 
many acknowledgements on theirs, I left them to 
Prepare for their firſt publ c appearance, which I 
wiſhed might be brilliant and ſucceſsful; 

They advertiſed themſelves as two new attreſles, 
whom the princc's company had received by an order 
from court; and they began with a comedy which 
they had often acted at Toledo with applauſe, In 
what part of the world are new lights diſregarded ? 
The playhouſe was that day filled with an extraordi- 
nary concourſe of ſpectators; and you may well 
imagine that I did not fail to be there. I ſuffered a 
little before the piece began; and prepoſſeſſed as I 
was in favour of the talents both of mother and 
daughter, I trembled for thEm, ſo much was I in. 
terclicd in their ſucceſs. But ſcarce had they opeyed 
their mouths, when my fear was baniſhed by the ap- 
plauſe which they received. Eſtella was looked ut op 
as a conſummate comic actreſs, and Lucretia as a pro- 
digy in tender parts. This laſt captivated all hearts, 
Some admired the beauty of her eyes, others Weit 
touched by the 1weetneſt of her voice; and every 
body ſtruek with the graces and brilliancy of her 
youth, went away enchanted by her PR 
$54 7 c 


a pro- 


gined in the firſt eſſay ot this actreſs. was at the play 


that evening; and I ſaw him go out about the end of 
the performance, {eemingly very well ſatished with 
our two new players. Curious to know it he was 
really affected with their ſucceſs, 1 followed him 
home, and going into his cioſet juſt after him, Well, 
my lord, (taid I) is your excellency ſatisfied with 
young Marialva;” My excellency (anſwered he 
{miling) would be very nice indeed, it I refuſed te 


join my vote to that of the public. Yes, child, Lam 


charmed with thy Lucretia, and I don't doubt that 
the king will be pleaſed when he ſees her,” . 


C H AF. I. 
Lucretia makes @ great noiſe at court, ant alls/beſore "the 
king, who falls in love with hers The conſequences of 
his paſſtua. N 


THE appearance of two new aGtreffes ſoon made 

1 a noiſe at court; the very next day it Was ſpoke 
of at the king's levec. Some noblemen extolled 
young Lucretia in particular, and drew ſuch a beauti- 
ful picture of her, that the monarch was ſtruck with 
it: but diſſembling the impreſſion which their diſ- 
courſes made upon his heart, he ſecmed to take no 
notice of what they ſaid. Nevertheleſs, as ſoon as 
he found himſelf alone with the count-duke. he aſked 
who this a&refs was whom they praiſed ſo much? 
The miniſter anſwered, -that ſhe was a young player 
of Toledo, he had made ber firſt appearance the 
preceding night with great ſucceſs.” She is called Lu- 
cretia, (added he) a name very ſuitable to people of 
her proteſſion. She is an acquaintance of Santiliane's, 
who ſpoke ſo much in her favour, that I thought 


proper to receive her into your mejeſty's W 
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| The King ſnjiled when he heard my name mentioned: 


becauſe he remembered perhaps at that moment, 


that it was I who had made him acquainted with Ca- 
talina, and foreſaw that I. ſhuuld do him the ſame 
ſervice on this-occaſion. * Count, (faid he to the mi- 
niſter) I will go-ro-morrow, and ſee this: Lucretia act. 
Take care to advertiſe her of my intention.“ 


The count-duke having repeated this-converſation: 


to me, and inſo med me of the king's deſign, ſent me 
to impart it to our two actreſſes. I come (ſaid I to 
Laura, who was the fir{t-I met) to tell you. a piece of 
great news; you will to morrow have among your 


ſpectators the ſoyereign of this monarchy ;. this. is 


what I am ordered by the miniſter to acquaint you 


with. 1 don't doubt that your daughter and you will 
do your utmoſt to:deſerve the honour which the king 


intends you; but I adviſe you to chuſe a piece in 
which there is both dancing and mukic, that he may 
"admire all the talents of Lucretia together.“ „We 


Will take your advice, (rephed Laura) and do all in 


our power to amuſe the prince,” “ He cannot fail 
of being pleaſed, (ſaid 1, ſeeing Lucretia come in, 
in a, diſhabille, which gave her more charms than the 
moſt ſuperb theatrical dreſs.) He will be ſo much 


the more ſatisfied with your lovely niece, as he loves 


finging and dancing above all other entertainments; 
who knows but he may be. tempted to throw the 
handkerchief at her?” 4 I don't at all wiſh (replied 
Laura) that he may have any ſuch temptation; not- 
withſlanding his being a. powerful monarch, he 


might find obſtacles to the accompliſhment of his 


deſires. Lucretia is virtuous, though bred behind the 


ſcenes! and whatever pleaſure ſhe may feel in ſeeing: 


herſelf applauded on the ſtage, ſhe would much 
rather paſs for a modeſt girl than a good actreſs.“ 
„Why ſhould my aunt (ſaid young Marialva, 
joining in the converſation) form ſuch chimeras to 
fight with? I ſhall never be obliged to repulle: . 
"+ 1 2 8 
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fighs of the king; the delicacy of his, taſte will ſave 


1 
- 


him from the reproaches he would deferve, if he 


could humble his attention to me.“ But, charm» 
ing Lucretia, (ſaid I) ſhould it happen that the prince 
would attach himſelf to you, and chuſe you for bis 
miſtreſs, would you be ſo cruel as to let him languiſh 
in your chains, like an 2 lover?“ * Why not ? 
anſwered ſhe.) Yes, doubtleſs ; and though hrs, 
were out of the queſtion, my vanity would . exul 
much more in reſiſting, than in yielding to his paſ= 
fon.” I was not a little aſtoniſhed to hear a pupil q 
Laura talk in this manner; and left the ladies, praif- 
ing the laſt; for having beſtowed fuch good education 
on the other. 5 e 
Next day, the king, impatient. to ſee Lucretia, 
went to the play. They acted a performance mixed 
with ſongs and dances, in which our young actreſs 
ſhone very much. From the beginning to the end, 
| kept my eyes fixed on the monarch, and in his 
looks endeavoured to read his thoughts, but he baffled 
my penetration by an air of gravity which all along 
he aflected to Nes e 7 did not learn till next day 
what I was ſo curious to Know-. Santillane, (ſaid 
the miniſter to me) I have juſt left the king, who hay 
poke to me of Lucretia with ſo much vivacity, that 
| am convinced he is captivated by that young 
player; and as I told him that thou waſt the occaſion 
of bringing her from Toledo, he ſaid he ſhould be 


plad to talk with thee in private on that objekt. 500 ä 


nitantly and preſent thyſelf at his chamber door, 
vhere there is an order already given to admit thee. 
Nun therefore, and bring me back, as ſoon as poſ- 
üble, an account of the converſation.” 8 
1 flew inſtantly to the palace, where I found the 
king alone, walkingMery faſt in expectation of my- 
coming, and feemingly very much perplexed. ' He 
put ſeveral queſtions to me about Lucretia, whoſe' 
lutory he obliged me to recount ; he then aſked if 
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the litite gentlewoman had never 'been engaged k 
"any intrigue ? 1 boldly aſſured him that ſhe had "hot, 


lowed down gently: 
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{tho” thele forts of allurances 2 le raſh) and the 
prince ſeemed very glad to hear it. Tf that be the 
caſe, (ſaid * I chuſe thee for my agent with Li. 
.cretla ; and deſire, that by thy means ſhe may this 
evening learn her victory. Go, ſignify her conqueſt 
From me, Vage he, putting into my hand a dig. 
mond necklace worth fifty thouſand crowns) and tell 
Her that I dehre ſhe will accept of that' reſent, until © 
I give her more ſolid marks of wecken 1 


% 


ftho” thele ſorts of aſſurances are 19 


Before I performed this commiſſion, I went back 4 
oP ne are and ag i pon hip gp 12, 6k» 2a Maid CO! 
to the count-duke, and made a faithful report of what: 
the king had ſaid ; with this I imagined the minilter 7 
would be more afflicted than rejoiced; for I believed the 
{as I have already obſerved) that he himfelf had amo 4 
22 | | 


Tous views upon Lucretia, and would be chagrined 
to hear that his maſter was become his rival; but I 
was miltaken. Far from ſeeming mortified at the e 
news, it gave him ſo much Joy, that, being unable tc 
contain it, ſome, words eſcaped him, 'which did nat fk 


all to the ground, *© Aha, Philip, (cried he) egad 
have ae. For once you will be hck of buff 5 
neſs.” This apoſtrophe diſcloſed the whole contrivaceſ®® 
of the count-duke. I now perceived, that the mi 7 
niſter being afraid of the king's applying himſelf td 5 
ſerious affairs, endeavoured to amule him with plea; * 
ſures more ſuitable to his humour. Santillane, fit rf 
| HATERS loſe no time; make haſte, my friend Hl 
fo go and execute the important order which tho . n 


haſt received, and Which a great many noblemen al 
SIO 3 HUGE 1 * 1» = 27 * . 

court would glory in performing. Confider ({aid he 
that thou haſt here no count de Lemos, to deprive 
thee of one half of the hong guired in this fer 
vice, Thou wilt have it jntireT$ tbyſelf, and more 
over enjoy all the fruits of it.) 3 
Thus did his excellency gild the pill, which 1 ſwai 
| not without falling th 
Thel 


>. 
L * 


. biternels 


MY bitterneſs of it; for, fince | my imprifoniment, 1 ha 
ben vied. 19 look upon things in a moral point: 
KY view, and did not think the poſt of Mercury in chi 
e quite ſo honourable as it was called. However, though 
i pa not vicious enough to perform it without fe. 


morſe, I had not virtue Tufficient to make me refuſe 
the employment. I therefore obeyed the King the 


tech more willingly, 'as 1 ſaw st the ſame time'that my 
nei compliance would be agrecable to the miniſter, whom - 
i was my ſole ſtudy to pleaſe. I thought proper to 
e d4dreſs myſelf at firſt to Laura, to whom, ina private 
2M converſation, I diſcloſed my miſſion in a diſcreet 2 
ert ner ; and, towards the end of the diſcourſe, prefentec 
vel the jewels ; at ſight of which, the lady being unable 
+ to conceal her joy, gave a looſe to it. Signior Gil 
inedll Blas, (cried he) I ought not to conſtrain myſelf before 
ut ny oldeſt and beſt Iriend. I ſhould be to þlame, in 


affecting a falſe ſeverity of morals, A IS gri- 


le i paces with you. Yes, you need not doubt it, [con- 
Ped The] Lam overjoyed that my daughter has made 
ec ich a precious conqueli, all the advantages of whic 
46M! comprebend : but, between you and me, I am afraid 
"Vac bat Lucretia will look upon them with a different 
miele for, though a young actreſs, ſhe is ſo careful of 


her chaſtity, that ſhe has already rejected the addreſſes 
of two young noblemen both amiable and rich. You 


515 may ſay indeed, that theſe were not kings. True; 
1 ind in all probability, the paſſion of a crowned head 


Will ſhake the virtue of Lucretia. Nevertheleſs, 1 
mult tell you, that the thing is uncertain; and I de- 

fare that I will never force the inclinations of my 
QGughter, If, far from thinking herlelf honoured-by 
hetranſient affection of the king, ſhe ſhall regard that 
honour as infamous let not that great prince be diſ- 
boliged, if ſhe ſhall conceal herſelf from him. Return 
> morrow, added ſhe, and then I will tell you, Whe- 
b tier you muſi carry back * him a favourable anſwer 


F his jewels. 
| Ba — I did 


28 The ADVENTURES of 
I did not at all doubt, that Lauia would exhart 
Lucretia to ſwerve from her duty, rather than remain of 
in it, and I depended a good deal on that exhortation, ſu 
Nevertheleſs, I learned with ſurprize next day, that MW w 
Laura had as much difficulty in ſwaying her daughter 
to vice, as other mothers have to 972 theirs to vir. ch 
tue; and which is till more ſurprizing, Lucretia, af. MW fo 
ter having granted ſome private interviews to the mo- lo 
narch, felt ſo much remorſe for having yielded to his D. 
deſires, that ſhe quitted the world all of a ſudden, and th: 
ſhut herſelf up in the monaſtery of the Incarnation, MW V: 
where ſhe ſoon fell fick, and died of grief. Laura m- 
being inconſolable for the loſs of her daughter, Whoſe I. 
death ſhe upbraided herſelf with, retired into the con] coi 
vent of the female penitents, there to mourn the plea of 
ſures of her youth. The king was affected by thaffl it, 
unexpected retreat of Lucretia; but being of a hu the 
mour not to be long afflicted at any thing, conſoled int 


himſelf by degrees for this event. As for the counfiff by 
duke, although he did not ſeem very much touched . we 
this incident, it did not fail to give him a great dea oi} 
of mortification ; and this the reader will eaſily be 
 lieve, WEI | ſult 
ks bro 
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IT WAS alſo ſenſibly affected by the misfortune i 
| Lucretia, and felt ſuchjiremorſe for having cont , 
uted to it, that looking upon myſelf as an zinfamoſ vic 
wretch, in ſpite of the quality of the lover whoſe pi "1 
fion I had ſerved, I reſolved to abandon the Caduce duri 
for ever. I even expreſſed to the miniſter the reli of w 
tance I had to bear it, and begged he would cnn . 
. 


me in ſomething elſe, “ Santillane, ſaid he, 
Hi * _ ---*  ehan 


R 
art charmed by thy delicacy ; and fince thou art a mat 
ain of ſuch honour, will give thee an occupation more 
mn, M ſuitable to thy virtue, This it is; liſten attentively to 
bat MW what 1 am going to 1mpart,”” "5 oo Tn 
ter © Some years before I was in favour, continued he, 
vir. chance one day preſented to my view a lady fo hand- 
af. W fome and well made, that I ordered her to be fol- 
mo- lowed. I learned that ſhe was a Genoeſe, called 
his MW Donna Margarita Spinola, who lived at Madrid on 
and the revenue of her, beauty, and that Don Franciſco de 
Valcaſar *, an alcade of the court, a rich old married 
zura man, ſpent a great deal of money upon the coquette. 
This report, which ought to have inſpired e 


contempt for her, made me conceive a violent ꝗeſite 
of ſharing her favours with Valeaſar; and to ſatisfy 
it, 1 had recourſe to a female go-between, who had 
the addreſs in a little time to procure for me a private 
Interview with the Genocle; and that was followed 
-ounM by many more, ſo that my rival and I were equally, 
well treated for our preſents. Perhaps too, ſhe had 
other gallants as happy as we were. | 

| Re that as it will, Margarita, in receiving ſuch con- 
ſuſed homage, inſenfibly became pregnant, and 
brought forth a ſan, the honour of wham ſhe beſtow- 
ed on each of her Jovers in particular "Lat not one of 
them being in conſcience able to boaſt himſelf the fa- 
ther of that child, it wes diſowned by them all; fo 
that the Genoeſe was obliged to maintain it with the 
finit of her intrigues : this ſhe did for eighteen years, 
at the end of which term dying, ſhe has left her fon 


Don Franciſco Valea far actually married this lady 
when ſhe was big with child, and adopted the boy, 
whom he educated and acknowledged as his own fon, 
during the fpace'of thirty one years; at the expiration 
of which the count-duke finding himſelf without heirs. 
maic, had him legitimated and created marquis of 
Mayzena, T37 $5 95 8. of . "3% „ o rnb wa 
| B 3 without 
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-Cation. / f 
This (purſued his grace) is the ſecret I had to im, 
part, and I will now inform thee of the great deſign 


which I have projected. I will bring this unfortunate 


him for my fon.” / 


me to hold my tongue. How ! my lord, {cried I) 
can your excellency have taken ſuch a ſtrange reſolu- 
tion? pardon me for uſing that term which eſcaped 


replied with precipitation) when I have told thee the 
reaſons that have determined me to take it. I don't 
defire that my collaterals ſhould be my heirs. Thou 


age, as to make me deſpair of having children by my 
lady Olivarez. But every one knows himſelf beſt, 


emiſtry which I have not tricd in vain to become a 
father. Therefore, ſince fortune ſupplying the defeR 
of nature, preſents a child to me, whoſe true father 

faw the miniſter bent on this adoption, I ceaſed to 
oppoſe it, knowing him to be a man capable of com- 


own opinion. The ſole buſineſs now (added he) is 
to beſtow education upon Don Henry Philip de Guz- 
man, {for this name I intend he ſhall bear) until he 
ſhall be in a condition to poſleſs the dignities that 


underſtanding and attachment to me, for thy care in 
regulating his family, in giving him all ſorts of maſ. 
ters: ina word, of making him an accompliſhed cava* 


= preſcating to the count-duke that I was very ill qui 


wh 60% 


without fortune, and, which is warſe, without edu 


child from obſcurity, and making him paſs from one 
|. extreme to the, other, raiſe him to liengurs, and own; | 


At this.cxtrayagant project, it was impoſſible! for 
my. zeal,” * Thou wilt 8 is very prudent, (he 


wilt ſay, that I am not as yet of ſuch an advanced 


_ it ſuffice to tell thee, that there is no ſecret in 
C 
perhaps Lam, I am reſolved to adopt him.” When 


mitting a fooliſh action, rather than ſwerve from his 


await him. Thou, my dear Santillane, art the per- 
ſon whom I chuſe to be his tutor. I confide in thy 


her.” I would have refuſed this employment, re- 


GIL BLAS. 


fed to educate young noblemen, having never prac- 
iſed that buſmeſs, which required more knowledge, 
and merit than I poſſeſſed. But he interrupted me, 
and ſhut” my mouth, by ſaying, * that he was abſo- 


Jutely reſolved to make me governor to this adopre d” 


ſon, whom he deſtined for the firſt offices of the mo- 
narchy.”” 1 prepared myſelf. therefore to fill this 
place, for the ſatisfaction of his grace, Who, to re- 
ward my compliance, increaſed my ſmall revenue 
with a penſion of a thouſand crowns, which he pro- 
cured, or rather gave me, on the commandery of 
Mamdra, | 4 i 


5 

CHAP. v. 
The fon of the 2. lady is owned by an ati act, 
and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman. Santillane 


forms the family of that young gentleman, and hares alt 
forts of maſter, for lim. | 1 


HE count- duke in a little time actually owned 

the ſon of Donna Margarita Spinola, and the 
deed was executed with the conſent and inclination, 
of the king. Don Henry Philip de Guzman (for 
that was the name given to this chlid of many fa- 
chers) was declared -ſole heir of the count d'Oliva- 
rez, and of the dutchy of San Lucar. The miniſter, 
that no body might be ignorant ok this event, order- 
ed Carnero to communicate the declaration to the 
ambaſſadors and grandees of Spain, Who were not a 
little ſurprized at his conduct. The wits of Madrid had 
a fund of mirth from it a long time, and the ſatirical 
pocts did not negle& ſuch a fair occalion of ſhed. 
ung the gall of their pens. 
Th 9 « ow S454. B 4 1 'F SY ' When 
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When I, aſked where th's gentleman was whom 


His grace intended 10 entruſt to my care; He is in 


this city, (ne replied) under the direction of an aunt, 
from whom I will take him, as loon; as thou halt 
have prepared a houſe for him.” This was ſoon 
performed. I teok a houſe, which I cauſed to be 
magnificently furnrſhed ; hired pages, a porter and 
looimen ; and with the aſſiſtance of Caporis, filled 
up the places of his officers. When I had compleat- 
eq bis attendance, I went and advertiſed his excellen- 
cy, who immediately ſent for his*equtvocal heit and 
new {hoot from the trunk of the Guzmans'; 'and'T 
found him a tall young fellow of an agreeable per- 
fon. *©* Don Henry, (ſaid' his grace to him, point- 
wg with his finger to me) this gentleman is the 
guide whom I have choſen to conduct you in the ca- 
reer of life. I have the greateſt confidence in him, 
and give him an abſolute power over you. Ves, 
Santiilane, (ſaid he, turning to me) I abandon him 
entirely to your care, and don't doubt that you will 
give a good account of him.” To this diſcourſe the 
miniſter joined others, exhorting the young man io 
ſubmit to my directions; after which I conducted 
Don Henry to his houſe, where, when we arrived, 
T made all his domeſtics pais in review before him, 
Ugnifying the office of cach. He did not ſeem con- 
founded at the change of his condition: and accom- 
modating himſelf to the deference and officioùs te- 
ſpc& that was ſhewn to him, he ſeemed to have been 
always that which he was now become by chance, 
He did not want capacity, but was wholly illiterate, 
being ſcarce able to read or write, I furniſhed ham 
with 2 preceptor to teach him the elements of the La- 

n tongue, and hired for him maſters of geography, 
hiſtory and fencing. You may well believe that 1 did 
not forget a dancing-maſter: I was only embarnt- 
fed in the choice, for at that time there was a great 
number famous in that profeſſion at Madrid, aud ! 
A 1 did 
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did not know to whom I ought. to give the prefer- 
ence. | While I was in this perplexity, a mag richly 
dreſſed came into the court, and I being told that he 
alt Y wanted to ſpeak with me, went to him, .janaginin; 

on MW that he was at leaſt a knight of St. Jago or Alcantara” 
be BE When I aſked his commands, Signior de Santil- 
d lane, (anſwered he, after having =T ſeveral bows, 
ia BY which ſmelled ſtrongly of his profeſſion) underſtand- 
it. ing that your worſhip is the perſon who chuſes ma- 
en MF ters for Signior Don Henxy, I am come to offer my 
nd MY ſervice; my name is Martin Ligero, and I have 
11 (thank heaven) ſome reputation. It is not my cuf- 
cr. © tom to come and ſolicit for ſcholars ; that is the pro- 
nt. MW vince of little obſcure dancing-maſters..._ I A 
the MY wait until I am ſent for; but as I have taught the 
ca- Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, apd 
im, M ſome: other noblemen of the family of Guzman, to 
es, MW. which I am as it were a ſervant born, I thought it 
im W my duty to anticipate your meſſage.” * I find by 
vill WM your diſcourſe. (ſaid I) that your are the wen We 
the M want. How much do you take per month ?“ © Four 
ito © double piſicles (anſwered he) is the current price, an 
ted ! give but two leſſons per week,” © Four, doub- 
ed, loons a month! (cried I) that's a great deal.“ % How® 
im, W © great deal! {replied he with an air of aſtoniſhnſent) 
on- you would. give a piſtole a month to a maſter of phi- 
om- I ſony.” OP W 
re. There was no reſiſting ſuch a pleaſant reply, at 
en MW which I laughed. hotly, and aſked Signior Ligerog 
ace, if he really thought a man of his profeſſion prefera- 
ate, ble to a maſter of philoſophy ? © Doubtleſs ! (ſaid he) 
him ve are of much greater uſe than thoſe gentlemen. 
La- What is a man betore he paſſes through our hands f 
by, MW what but an ill.-licked cub ? but our leſſons mould 
did bim by litije and little into a due form, In a word, 
ral. ve teach him to move gracefully, giving him att 
reit undes and airs of dignity and importance. 7: 


Or an — 


„ The ABVENTURTS of 
Verden do che arguments of this dancing maſter 
whom I tired for Don Henry, at the vate of four 
double piſtoles a month, ſince that Was the price of 
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ine ſervice of Don Henry. Tie ſtudies of that youn 
. nobleman, 'toith the honours which were conſerred — 
Vim, and an account of the lady to whom: he was mars 
9 Tx. Eil Blas becomes noble in ſpite of himſelf... 


HAD not as yet compleated the half of Don 
& Heory's family, when Scipio returned from Mexi- 
co. I aſked him if he was ſatisfied with his voyage, 
and. he anſwered, © I have reaſon to be fo; ſince, 
with thiee thouſand ducats in ſpecie, I have brought 
over twice as much iu merchandize of the confun 
tion of this country.” © I congratulate thee, my 
child; (I replied.) Thy fortune is now begun; and 
n power to compleat it, by returning to the 
ies next year; or if thou preferreſt an agreeablt 
oft at Madrid, to the trouble of going fo far to 
amaſs wealth, thou haft nothing to do but to fpeak, 1 
have one at thy ſervice,” „ Egad, (ſaid the ſon of 
Coſcolina) there is no room for heſitation. 1 would 
much rather excente a good employment near you, 
than expoſe myfelf anew to the perils of a long 
voyage. gk) maſter, explain yourſelf, What poſt 
do you intend for your bumble ſeryant ?? 
For his better information, I recounted to him _- 
| * N iy 
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Rory of the young nobleman whom: the gapnt-duke 
had introduced into the family of, Guampn x: 
ter having told bim that the miniſter; had choleg f 
governor to Don Henry, 1 promiſed, $0j1 mak nm 
valet de chambre to that adopted, en SHIP WAP 
aſked no better, willingly accepted the pol and,ag- 
quitted himſelf in it ſo well, thatag;lefs than three gr 
four days, he acquired the confidence and trigngihip 
of his new makes: 351 g on Tot 20K 

I imagined that the pedagogues whom Thad choſen 
to teach the ſon of the Genoele would god they, Latin 
thrown away, believing one at his age, undiſciplig- 
able. But I was much miſtaken. He, gally come 
prehended and retained all that Was, ſhewn, to him, 
and his maſters were very well ſatisfiad with bag ce 
pacity. I ran eagerly to impart his piece of .yews. 
to the duke, who received it with, excsſf de jay. 
& Santillane, cried he tranſported, L ;amraviihes. to 
hear that Don Henry has ſuch a memary: and-penarar 
tion! I perceive my own blood in him : end What 
convinces me of his being my ſon is, that I. feel ;as - 
much affection for him as if he had been, bern by any 
lady Olivarez. Thou ſeeſt by this, may friend, that 
nature declares itſelf.“ I was nat fopl.eneuge.yo.tgh 
his grace my ſentiments of che matter, hut reſpecting 
his weaknels,; left him to enjoy the plgaſure (whether 
* or falſe) of believing himſelf the father of Non 

enry, rl vii I Hier 

Although all the Guzmans entertained a mortal 
hatred for this young nobleman of freſn dete, (they 
diſembled it out of policy; ne ſome, ef them! afs 
fected to court his friendſhip; he was viſited bylthe 
ambaſſadors and grandees who were then at Mardidy 
and honoured by them as much aw if hechad been, k 
legitimate ſon of the count- duke. This miniftes; owe 
joyed to fee ſuch incenſe offered to his idol foom 
decked him with dignities. Ile began by aſking of 
the king the croſs of Alcantara, with demmandety 
1 — 5 JOY B 6 worth 
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"worth" ten thouſand crowns,” for Don Henry. "Ina 
lätle time after, he was made gentleman of the bed- 
chamber. Then reſolving to marry him to 2 lady 
'of the moſt noble family of Spain, he caſt his- eyes 
? 77 Donna Juano Veloſco; daughter to the duke of 
"Caſtile, and had authority enough to accompliſh the 
marriage, in Tpite of that duke and all his relations; 
A few days before the marriage, his grace having 
ſent for me, put ſome papers into my hand, ſaying, 
% Hold, Gil Blas, here are letters of nobility, which 
1 have ordered to be expedited for thee.” “ My 
Jord, (anſwered I, ſurprized at his words) your ex» 
_eeliency knows that J am the ſon of a poor duehna 
and *ſquire; ſo that, in my opinion, the nobility 
-wonld be profaned by my aſſociation ; and it is, of 
all the favours which his majeſty could beſtow, th 
Which I deſerve and defire the leaſt.” © Thy: birt 
{replied the miniſter) is an objection that is eaſily re- 
moved: thou haſt been employed in ſtate-affairs, both 
under the duke of Lerma's miniſtry and mine: be- 
Hides, added he with a ſmile, haſt thou not done the 
monarch ſome ſervice, which deſeres a recompence? 
In a word, Santillane, thou are not unworthy of the 
honour which 1 have procured for thee. Moreover, 
the rank which thou holdeft with regard to my ſon, 
Tequires that thou ſhouldeſt be noble; and it is on 
that accotint that I have obtained the patent. I 
yield, my lord, I replied, ſince 2 excellency inſiſts 
upon my compliance.“ So ſaying, I went away 
with my patent in my pocket. 
I am now a gentleman (ſaid I to myſelf, when J 
had got into the ſtreet) ennobled without being 
obliged to my parents for my quality. I may, when 
I pleaſes be called Don Gil Blas, and if any one of 
my acquaintance ſhall take it into his head to laugh 
in my face when he calls me ſo, 1 will ſnew my pa- 
tent. But let us read it, (continued I, taking it out 


5 of my pocket) and ſee in what manner my original 
1110 ; * 9 | meanaels 
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meanneſs is waſhed away. 1 therefore. peruſed the 
paper, the ſubſtance of which” was, that the king, to 
reward the zeal which I had manifeſted on more 
than one occaſion for his ſervice and the good of the 
ſtate, had thought proper to gratify my attachment 
with letters of nobility, | I'will venture to ſay in my 
own praiſe, that they did not inſpire me with the 
leaſt pride. Having the meanneſs of my extraction 
always before my eyes, this honour humbled inſtead 
of making. me vain ; therefore I determined to lock 
up my patent in a drawer, and never boaſt its being 
n my poſſeſſion. | 8 
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Gil Blas meets Fabricio again by accident. Phe laſt con- 
| Mm that: happened between them, and the important 
© : advice which. Nunnez gave. to Santillane. WIE: 


„ 


—— 222 — 


IHE Aſturian poet (as muſt have been obſerved 
by the reader) willingly neglected me, and my 
occupations did not permit me to viſit him. I had 
not {een him ſince the day of the diſſertation on the 
Iphigenia of Euripides, when chance again threw him 
in my way near the gate of the ſun. He was coming 
out of a printing. houſe, and I accoſted him, ſaying, 
& Aha! Mr. Nunnez, you have been at the prin- 
ter's; that ſeems to threaten the public with a new 
work of your compoſlition.”” That is what indeed 
it may expect, (anſwered he.) I have actually in the 
preſs a pamphlet which will make ſome noiſe in the 
republic of letters.“ © I don't doubt the merit of 
thy produttion, (I replied) but am amazed at thy 
compoſing pamphlets, which in my opinion are 
trifles that do no great honour to a man of genius.” 
% J know it very well, ſaid Fabricio, and am not 
ignorant that none but thoſe who read every thing, 
amuſe themſelves with pamphlets. However, this 
one has eſcaped me, which I own is the child of 
neceſſity. Hunger, thou knoweſt, brings the wolf 
dut of the wood.“ | 
% How! (ctied I} does the author of the Count 
de Saldagne talk in this manner? a man who has 
two thouiand crowns a year ? Softly, friend, (ſaid 
F Nunnesz 
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2 Nurs do me) 1 am no longer that happy pet who 
4 enjoyed a well paid penſion. Theaffeirs:of the tres · 
th ſurer Don Bertrand are diſordered all of à ſadden.. 
bs He has fingered and ſquandered away the king's mo- 
1 ney; all his »effeRts are ſened, and my penſton ig 
wm gone to the devil.“ « That is a melancholy-affair, 1 
; reſumed, but haſt thou no hope remaining from that 
| uarter ? Not the leaſt, ſaid he. Signior Gomes, 
Ms e Ribero, as poor as his poet, is gone to the bottom, 
*. and will never; it 16 n. es lis bees above: water 

again.“ 
85 If chat leg Fog * my chat, 8 Cy 1 

| muſt find out ſome poſt to conſole thee ſor che loſs 
ed of thy penſion. I will ſpare thee that trouble, 
ay cried he. If thou wouldeſt offer me an employment 
ad in the miniſter's offices, worth three thouſand 'efowns - 
he yearly, I would refuſe it. The buſinefs of clerks; will 
m not agree with the humour of a foſter- child of the 
ng Muſes ; I muſt enjoy my literary amuſements. | 200, 
85 ſhall I fay to thee? I am born to live and * a 
in- and my deſtiny muſt be fulfille. 


e „But don't imagine, continued he, chat we are 

ed very unhappy; beſides that we live in perfect inde- 

he pendence, we are boys without care. People think 

he that we often dine with Democritus, and there us 

of are miſtaken. There is not one of my fraternity, not 

by even excepting the makers of almanacks, Who 1s 

are rot welcome to. ſome good table. As for my- panty 

8.0 there are two families where I am always received 

not with pleaſure, I have two covers laid for me every 

ng, day, one at the houſe of a ſat director of the farms, 

his W to whom I have dedicated a romance; and the other, 

of at the houſe of a rich citizen, who has the diſeaſe f 

olf being thought to entertain wits every day at his 
table: luckily he is not very delicate in his choice, El 

unt and the city furniſhes him with great plenty. 

has ] no longer pity thee, then, ſaid I to the Aﬀtu- 

aid rian poet, ſince thou art ſatisſied with thy condition; 
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though I proteſt to thee anew, that thou haſt always 
in Gil Blas a friend, who is proof againſt thy negle& 
and indifference; if thou haſt occaſion for my purſe, 
come boldly to me, and let not a ſilly ſhame deprive 
thee of an infallible ſuccour, and rob me of the plea- 
ſure of obliging thee.” 5 | 
By that generous ſentiment, cried Nunnez, I te. 
collect my friend Santillane. I return a thouſand 
thanks for thy kind offer, and out of gratitude will 
give thee a wholefome advice. While the count-duke 


continues in power, and thou art in poſſeſſion of his 


favour, profit by the opportunity, make haſte to en- 
rich thyſelf, for I am told he begins to totter.“ I 
aſked Fabricio if be had that intelligence on good au · 
thority ? and he anſwered, I have it from a knight 
of Calatrava, who has a very ſingular talent in diſco- 
vering the moſt hidden ſecrets; he is looked upon as 
an oracle, and this 3s what I heard him ſay yeſter- 
day. The count-duke has a great many enemies, who 
are all united to ruin him; he depends too much on 
the aſcendancy which he has over the king: that mo- 
narch, it is reported, begins to liſten to the com- 
plaints which have already reached his ears.“ I 
thanked Nunnez for his information, of which I took 
little notice, but went home, perſuaded my maſter's 
authority was immoveable, and confidering him as 


one of thoſe old oaks which are rooted in a foreſt, 


and Which no ſtorms can overthrow. + | 
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CHAP. Vi, 


Gil Blas is convinced of the truth of Fabricio's intelli- 
| gence. The king goes to Saragoſſa, 5 
\ 


Everthelefs, what the Aſturian poet had told 
me, Was not without foundation. There was 
in the palace a ſecret confederacy formed againſt the. 
count-duke, and the queen was faid to be at the 


head of it; but none of the meaſures which they took 


to diſplace the miniſter, tranſpired : nay, a whole 
year paſſed, before I perceived that his favour had 
received the leaſt ſhock, : 5 5 

But the revolt of the Catalonians ſupported by 
France, and the bad ſucceſs of the war againſt thelh 
rebels, excited the murmurs of the people, who 


complained of the government. Thele complaints, 


occalioned a council, to be held in preſence of the, 
king, who defired the Marquis de Grena, the empe- 
ror's ambaſſador at the court of Spain, to be there., 
The ſubject of their deliberation being, whether it was 


molt proper for the king to lay in Caſtile, or go and 


ſhew himſelf to his troops at Arragon ? the counts, 
duke, who was averſe to the prince's departure for 
the army, ſpoke firſt : he repreſented that it was 
better for his majeſty to remain in the centre of bis, 
dominions; and {upported his opinion with all the 
rcaf..ns which his cloquence could afford. He had no. 
ſooner concluded his ſpeech, than his advice was 
unauimoufly followed by every body in council, ex- 
cepi the Marquis of Grena, who liſtening to nothing 
but his zeal fol the houſe of Auſtria, and giving way 
| to 
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bs 
to the frankneſs of his nation, oppoſed the ſentiment: 
of the prime miniſter, and ſupported the contrary 


opinion with ſuch force, that the king was ſtruck 
with the ſolidity of his arguments, embraced his opi- 


nion, though it was. oppoſite to that of the whole. 
council, and fixed the day of his departure for the 


army. ; | 
This was. the firſt time that ever his majeſty durſt 
think otherwiſe than his favourite; who, looking 
upon this novelty as a bloody affront, was very much 
moitified. When the miniſter was going to retire 
into his cloſet, to bite upon the bridle of liberty, hg. 
perceived me, and taking me in along with him, re. 
counted what had paſſed at council, with great agita - 
tion: then, like a man who could not recolle& him- 
felf from his ſurpriſe, * Yes, Santillane, (continued. 
he) the king who for theſe twenty years paſt, hath 
ſpoke with my mouth, and ſeen thro' my eyes, now 
prefers the opinion of Grena to mine; and in what 
manner too? loading the ambaſſador with eulogiums, 
and in particular praiſing his zeal for the houſe of, 
Auſtria, as if that German loved it better than 1 do. 
By this, it is eaſy to. judge {purſued the miniſter) 
that there is a party formed, againſt me, and that the 
queen is at the head of it.” Why, my lord, (ſaid 
I) thould you be uneaſy with that conjecture? Has not 
the queen, for more than twelve years, been uſed ta 
ſee you at the helm, and the king been in a long ha- 
bit of not canſulting her ? As r the Marquis de Gre- 
na, the monarch, perhaps, choſe his opinion, out of 


delife to ſee his army, and make a campaign.” „That 


is not the caſe, (ſaid the count-duke) ſay rather, my 
enemies hope that the king being among his troops, 
will always be ſurrounded by the noblemen who 
will attend him; and that more than one will be found. 
ſo much diſguſted at me, as to ſpeak to the prejudice 
of my adminiſtration : but they are miſtaken, (added 
he) I will make the prince inaccellible to K 
i | Fe s AE wH2S ans © 2 . rin 
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during the journey.” This he actually performed, 
in a manner that deſerves to be related. 
The day of the king's departure beig arrived, that 
monarch, after having entruſted. the queen with the. 
care of the government, in his abſence, ſet out for Sa- 
garoſſa: but in his way, paſſing by Aranjuez “, was 
ſo deiighted with the place, that he ſtaid there almoſt 
three weeks: from thence the miniſter carried him 
to Cuenza, where he amuſed him ſtill longer, by va- 
rious diverſions. Then the pleaſures of the chace de- 
tained him at Molina of Arragon; after which, he 
was conducted to Saragoſla, | 
His army being not far from thenee, he prepared 
for going to it; but the count-duke altered his incli- 
nation, by making him believe that he would. be in 
danger of being taken by the French, who were mal 
ters of the plain of Moncon : ſo, that the king being 
afraid of the peril which he had no cauſe to fear, took 
the "reſolutian of remaining ſhut up at home, as in a 
' priſon, The miniſter taking advantage of his terror, 
nd under pretence of watching for his ſafety, guard» 
ed him, as it were, from the fight of every body: 
7) and the grandees who had been at a vaſt expence, to 
ce pat themſelves in a, condition to follow their ſove- 
d WW rcign, had not even the ſatisfaftion of obtaining one 
ot private audience. Philip, at length, tired of being 
io. ill lodged. at Saragoſſa, of paſſing his time ſtill worſe, 
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E- Aranjuez, is a royal palace in New Caſtile, ſitu - 
of ated near the rivers of Taio and Garama, in a large 
at plain ſurrounded by hills and foreſts, thro? which are 
1 W meny ſpacious avenues. The entrance to this palace 
Ss, over two painted wooden. bridges, upon the fore - 
ho laid rivers, which join a little below the houſe. Here 
id. $a delightful a and in a large ſquare paved 
4 a ga marble, a ſtatue in braſs of Char les the 2 w_ 
ea ed capapee, trampling upon Hereſy repreſente f 
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or if you pleaſe, of being priſoner, returned in à little 

time to Madrid. Thus this monarch finiſhed his cam- 
aign, leaving to the marquis de los Veles, general of 


is troops, the care of maintaining the honour of the 


Spaniſh arms. | 


c H AP. IX, 


The revolution 'of Portugal, and the diſgrace of the 


count - due. 


— 


It was reported that the Portugueze, looking upon 
the revolt of the Catalonians as a fair oceaſion offered 
to them by fortune, for ſhaking off the Spaniſh yoke, 
had taken up arms, and choſen the duke of Braganza 
for their king: that they were reſolved to maintain 
him on the throne, and were confident of ſucceſs; 
Spain having at that time on her hands, enemies in 
Germany, Italy, Flanders and Catalonia: indeed, 
they could not have found a more favourable conjunc- 


tire for freeing themſelves from a dominion which 


they deteſted . 


This revolution, which happened in the year 
1640, was conducted 'wirh ſuch ſurprizing ſecteſy, 
(cho the deſign was known to more than 200 perſons, 
a whole year before) that the duke of Brangaza was 
declared king, and the Spaniſh yoke ſhook off in one 
day, thro? all the Spaniſh dominiont in Europe, Alte, 
Africa aud America. 


1 5 What 


Few days after the king's return, a very diſa- 
greeable piece of news ſpread all over Madrid. 
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move from court, ſince people were fo unjuſt as to 
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What is very ſingular, is that the count-duke, while 
both court and city ſeemed to be ſtruck with confter- 
nation at the news, wanted to joke with the king, at 
the expence of the duke de Braganza ; but Philip fax 
from being pleaſed with this raillery, aſſumed a very 
grave air,, which diſconcerted him, and made him 
foreſee his diſgrace: he no longer doubted his own 
fall when he underſtood, that the queen had openly 
declared herſelf againſt him, and loudly accuſed him, 
of having by his bad adminiſtration, occaſioned the 
revolt in Portugal. The greateſt part of the grandees, 
eſpecially thoſe who had been at Saragoſſa, no ſooner 
perceived that a tempeſt was brewing over the head 
of the count-duke, than they joined the queen: and 
what gave the laſt ſtroke to his favour, was, the ar» 
rival of the Dutcheſs Dowager of Mantua, formerly 
governeſs of Portugal. This lady, on her return from 
Liſbon to Madrid, plainly demonſtrated to the king, 
that the revolution of that kingdom happened through 
the fault of rhe prime miniſter. | 

The diſcourſe of this princeſs made a great impreſ- 
hon on the mind of the monarch, who being, at 
length, rouſed from his infatuation for his favourite; 
{{tipt him of all the affection which he had entertained 
or him. When the miniſter was informed that the 
king liſtened to his enemies, he wrote a letter to him, 
aſking him leave to reſign his employment, and re- 


impute to him all the misfortunes which had haps 
pened to the kingdom, during the courſe of his ads 
miniſtration. He thought that this letter would have 
a great effect, and that the prince ſtill preſerved fa 
much friendſhip for him, as to detain him at court; 
put all the anſwer which his majeſty returned, was 
the permiſſion that he deſired, with leave to retire 
whitherſoever he would. | | : 

Theſe words written by the king's own hand, were 
a thunder-bolt: to His grace, who, by no means, ex- 


pected 


f 


1 lage belonging to him, where his lady had built x 
magnificent convent of nuns of the dominican order. 
Thither he repaired in leſs than four hours, and all 
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- confounded, he affected an air o 


pected ſuch;a reply : but, 5 1 he Was 5 Mach 
In , h conſtancy, and aſke 
whit 1 would do, were I in his place. I Would 
Won take my reſolution, ſaid I; I would abandon the 
court, and paſs the reſt of my days in peace, at ſome 
one of my eſtates in the country.“ That is a whole. 
ſome advice, replied my maſter, and I am fully re. 
folved to finiſh my career at Loeches, after I ſhall 
have once more converſed with theking : for I Want 
to demonſtrate to him, that 1 have done all that hu- 
man prudence could ſuggeſt, to ſuſtain the weighty 
burthen with which I was loaded; and that it Was 


impoſſible for me to prevent the melancholy events 


laid at my door; being no more to blame, than'a 
ſkilkul pilot, who, in Tpite of all he can do, fees tis 
veſle] toſſed about by the waves and winds.” The 
miniſter ſtil] flattered himſelf, that by ſpeaking to the 
Prince, he might adjuſt matters, and regain the ground 
Which he had'lolt; but he never could procure an au- 
dience, and beſides, one was ſent to demand the key 
of the door, by which he uſed to enter, when he 
pleaſed, into bis wajelty's apartment. Concluding 
hen, that there were no farther hopes for him, he de- 
termined, in good earneſt, to retire, He examined 
his papers, a great 3 of which he very pri- 
dently committed to the flames; then naming the of. 
ficers of his houſhold and valets who he intended 
ſhould follow him, he gave orders for his departure 
which was fixed for next day. As he was afraid of 
being inſulted by the populace, in coming out of the 
alace, he ſlipt away early in the morning, by the 
3 5 door, and getting into a ſorry coach, with his 
confeſſor and me, ſafely proceeded for Loeches, a vil- 


* 


his attendants arrived ſoon after. 
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T Tze anxiety and cares which at firſt diſturbed the uw 

. = of the count-duke, and the e hic 

1 - they were ſucceeded.; The occupations of the miniſter 

it | in his retreat. | 8 | | 

A | "ADAM d'Olivarez let her huſband, ſet out for 

13 VI Loeches, and ſtaid a ſew days after him at 

ts court, with a deſignto, try, if by her tears and intrea» 

A ties, ſhe could not effect his being recalled : but in 

is vain did ſhe proſtrate herſelf before their majelties g 

& the king had no regard to her remonſtrances, though 

© artfully prepared ; and the queen, who hated her mor- 

4 tally, beheld her tears with pleaſurfe. The minif, 

* ter's wife was not repulſed for all that; ſhe humbled 

y herſelf fo far as to implore the 7 offices of the 

10 queen's ladies; but the fruit which ſhe reaped from 

8 her meanneſs, was to perceive that it excited contempt | 
9 rather than compaſſion. Vexed at having taken ſuch 4 
d humbling ſteps to no purpoſe, ſhe went and joined ; 
9 her huſband, to grieve with him for the loſs of a 


74 duke: 4 Your enemies, ſaid fhe weeping, the duke 
Fa of Medina Celi, and the other grandees who hate 
is you, inceſſantly praiſe the king for having deprived 
L you of the miniſtry ; and the people celebrate your 
* diſgrace with an inſolence of joy, as if the end of the 
. national misfortunes was attached to that of your ad- 


. miniſtration,” | 8 3 : 
Madam, faid my maſter to her, follow my ex- 
ample, and ſtifle your ſorfow-; we muſt yield to the 
ED tempeſt 
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tempeſt which we cannot divert. 1 thought, indeed; 


that I could have perpetuated my favour, even to the 


end of my life; the ordinary illuſion of miniſters 


and favourites, who forget that their fate depends 
upon their ſovereign :' has not the duke of Lerma 
been miſtaken as well as I, though he imagitted that 
his purple was the ſure guarantee of the eternal dutas 
tion of his authority?“ MY 


In this manner did the count-duke/exhort his ſpouſe 


to arm herſelf with patience; - while he himſelf was 
in agitation, which was daily increaſed by the dif 
"army which he received from Don Henry, who 

aving remained at court, to obſerve, took care to in- 
form him exactly of every thing that happened: it 
was Scipio who brought the letters from that young 
nobleman, whom he {till ſerved, I having quitted 
him upon his marriage with Donna Juana. The dif. 

atches of this adopted ſon were always filled with 
bad news, and unhappily, no others were expected 
from him. Sometimes, he wrote that the grandees, 
not contented with rejoicing publickly, at Be retreat 


of the count-duke, were again re-united to turn all 


his creatures from the poſts and employments which 
they poſſeſſed, to replace them with his en-mies : ano- 
ther time, he obſerved that Don Lewis de Haro be- 
gan to come into favour, and would, in all probabi- 
ity, be made piime-miniſter. Of all the diſagree- 
able news which my maſter received, that ' which 
feemed to affect him moſt, was the change made in 
the viceroyalty of Naples, which the court, ſolely to 
mortify him, took from the duke of Medina de las 
Torres, whom he loved, and gave it to the admiral 


of Caſtile, whom he had always hated, 


I may venture to ſay, that during three months, his 
grace felt nothing in his ſolitude, but trouble and cha- 
grin; but his confeſſor, Who was a Dominican friar, 
and with the moſt ſolid piety poſſeſſed a manly elo- 
quence, had power enough to conſole him. By 
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two hours in playing at all ſorts of games, with me 


| L BL AS. as 
means of repreſeating with energy, that he ought to 
bend his thoughts entirely to his own ſalvation, he 
had, with the help of grace, the good fortune to de- 
tach his mind ſrom the court. His excelleney would 
no longer hear any news from Madrid, his whole care 
being now engrolſled in preparing for his latter end. 
Madam d'Olivarez alſo, making a good uſe of her re- 
treat, met with a conſolation prepared by providence, 
in the convent which ſhe had founded; there were 
among the nuns, ſome holy maidens, whole conver- 
ſation, full of balm, inſenſibly ſweetened the bitter- 
neſs of her life: in proportion as my maſter turned 
his thoughts from worldly affairs, he became more 
204 more tranquil ;z and, in this manner, regulated 
the day. He ſpent almoſt the whole morning in hear- 
ing maſs in the church of the convent, then returned 
to dinner; after which, he amufed himſelf about 


and ſome other of his moſt affectionate domeſtics; 
then uſually retired by himſelf into his cloſet, where 
he remained till ſun-ſet; at which time he took 2 
turn in his garden, or an airing in his coach, to the 
neighbourhood of his caſtle, accompanied ſometimes 
by his confeſſor, and ſometimes by me. fo 

One day being alone with him, and admiring the 
ſerenity. of his countenance, I took the liberty to ſay, 
„% My lord, allow me to expreſs my joy: from the 
air of ſatisfaction in your legks, I conclude that your 
excellency begins to be accuſtomed to retirement.“ 
„ I am already quite familiarized to it, anſwered he, 
and though I have been a long time uſed to buſineſs, 
I proteſt to thee, child, that Il am every day mote 
and more pleaſcd with the quiet and peaceable lite 
which I lead in this place.” N | 
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CHAP, XL. 

J EEE | | | 

_ The count-duke becomes all of a ſudden, fad and thousht- | 

Jul: the ſurprizing cauſe of his melancholy, with its Y 
fatal conſequence, 7 


HE grace, in order to vary his occupations, amu- 
ſed himſelf ſometimes, alſo, in cultivating his 
garden. One day while I beheld him at work, he 
ſaid to me in a jocular ſtrain : ' Santillane, thou ſeeſt 
-a miniſter baniſhed from Court, turned gardener at 
 Loeches,” © My lord, anſwered I, in the ſame tone, 
methinks I ſee Dionyſius, of Syracuſe, ſchool-maſter 
at Corinth.” My maſter ſmiled at my reply, and was 
not at all diſpleaſed at the compariſon. | 
All the people in the houſe were overjoyed to ſee 
their maſter, ſuperior to his diſgrace, charmed with 
a life ſo different from that which he had always led: 
when we perceived with forrow, that he viſibly chan- 
ged : he became gloomy, thoughtful, and funk into 
a moſt profound melazicholy. He left off playing 
with us, and no longer ſeemed ſenſible of all that we 
could invent for his , Wa but locked himſelf up 
. aſter dinner in his cloſet, where he remained alone 
till night: we imagined that his chagrin had been oc- 
cahioned by the 1eturning ideas of his paſt greatneſs, 
and in that opinion, left with him the Dominican 
frier, whoſe eloquence, however, could not triumph 
over the melancholy of his grace, which inſtead of 
diminiſhing ſeemed daily to increaſe. | 
It came into my head, that the penſiveneſs of this 
minister, might have ſome particular cauſe, which be 
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longer that aſcendency whic 
over fortune ? or does your loſt favour excite new te- 


on, an unſubitantial 4 of my brain: 
| "as 


formed the deſign of drawing the ſecret from him: 


Won 
was unwilling to diſcloſe; and on this conjecture 1 1 


for this purpoſe, I lay in wait for an opportunity of | 


ſpeaking to him in private, and having found it: My 
lord, ſaid I, with an air of reſpe& and affectipn, 
1 Gil Blas be ſo bold as to put one queſtion to his 
maſter ?” © Speak, he replied, I give thee leave.“ 
„% What (ſaid I) is become of that ſatisfaction which 
appeared in your excellency's face? have you no 
you had once gained 


gret within you? Would you be plunged again in 


that abyſs ef trouble, from which your virtue hath ex- 


tricated you? „ No, thank heaven, (reſumed the 
miniſter) my memory is no longer engroſſed by the 


part which I acted at court; I have for ever forgot 


the honours which 1 there enjoyed.“ Why then 


([ aid I) fince you have philoſophy enough to baniſh 


theſe things from your remembrance, are you ſo weak 


as to abandon yourſelf to a melancholy which alarms 


us all? What is the matter with you, my dear maſ- 


ter? (added 1, throwing myſelf at his feet) you have, 


doubtleſs, ſome ſecret ſorrow that conſumes yon: 


will you make a myſtery of it to Santillane, whoſe 
zeal, fidelity, and diſcretion you know ſo well? By 


what misfortune have I loſt your confidence? 
& Thou haſt it till, ſaid he, but I confeſs I have 
a reluQance to reveal the cauſe of that ſadneſs with 


which thou ſeeſt me overwhelmed : nevertheleſs, 
I cannot reſiſt the intreaties of ſuch a ſervant and friend 


as thee, Know then the cauſe of my diſquiet, which 


is a ſecret that I could impart to none but Santillane. 


Yes, continued, he, I am a prey te the moſt diſmal 


. melancholy, which gradually conſumes, my life, I 
I ſee almoſt every moment a ſpectre, which preſents 
itſelf before me in the moſt terrible ſhape. In vain 
have I ſaid to myſelf, that it is no more than an illu- 
che. con- 
_ Kinual If 
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tinual apparition inveſts my view, and diſturbs m 
repoſe. Though my underſtanding is ſtrong enoug 
to perſuade me that this ſpectre is really nothing, I 
am natwithſtanding weak enough to be afflicted at the 
viken. This is what thou haſt forced me to diſcloſe, 
added he, and thou mayeſt judge whether or not I am 
to blame in concealing from all the world the cauſe 
of my melancholy.” I was equally grieved and aſto- 
miſhed to hear ſuch an extraordinary declaration, 
which was a ſtrong indication of the machine's being 
diſordered. * My lord, (ſaid I to the miniſter) is not 
this occaſioned by too little nouriſhment ; for your 
abſtinence is exceſſive.” „ That was What I ima- 
gined at firſt, anſwered he, and to try if it was actu- 
ally owing to my diet, I have, for ſome days paſt, 
eaten more than uſual ; but without any effe& ; the 
hantom fi1ll appears.“ It will certainly diſappear 
ſaid I, to conſole him); and if your excellenc 
would relax yourſelf a little, by playing again wit 
your faithful ſervants, I believe you would Toon find 
'yourlelf delivered from theſe gloomy vapours.” 
Ina little time after this converſation, his grace fell 
 fick; and finding the affair grow ſerious, ſent to Ma- 
drid for two-notaries to make his will; as alſo, for 
three famous phyſicians, who had the reputation of 
curing their patients ſometimes. As ſoon as the arri- 
val of theſe laſt was reported in the caſtle, nething 
| was heard but groans and lamentations: the ſervants 
= looked upon the death of their maſter as juſt at hand 
| fo much were they prejudiced againſt theſe gentle- 
men, who had brought along with them an apothe- 
carry and ſurgeon, the uſual executioners of their pre- 
| ſcriptions. They let the notaries do their buſineſs ; 
after which they prepared to do their own : being of 
Dr. Sangrado's principles, 1n their very firſt conſulta- 
tion they ordered repeated bloodings ; ſo that, in fix 
= days, they reduced the count-duke to extremity, and 
= - 5 : ; 68 
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on the ſeventh, delivered him entirely from his apple. 


rition *. i Ft 
Upon the death of this miniſter, a deep and fincere 


ſorrow reigned in the caſtle of Loeches : all his do- 


meſtics wept bitterly : far from conloling themſelves 
for his loſs, with the certainty of being comprehended 
in his will, there was not one among them who would 
not have renounced his legacy, to recal him to life. 
As for me, :who had been beloved by him, and 
whoſe attachment flowed from pure perfonal affec- 
tion, I was more afflicted than all the reſt ; and queſ- 
tion whether I ſhed more tears for Antonia, than 
for the count-duke. | 


The count-duke died on the 12th of July 164g, 


not at Loeches, but at Toro in Neu-Caſtile. His 


death, according to report. having been haſtened by 
his relations, who ſeeing him become more and more 
odious to the people, even in ſpite of his retreat, were 
afraid of his ſuffering ſome new ignominy to the tur- 
ther difgrace of his family. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The franſaftion at the caſtle of Loec hes, aſter tie death 
of the Count-Duke ; and the departure of Santillane, 


HE miniſter, according to his own direction, 
being buried without noiſe and pomp, in the 
convent of nans, by the ſound of our lamentations; 
after the funeral, Madam d'Olivarez ordered the will 
to be read, with which all the domeſtics had reaſon 
to be ſatisfied. Every one had a legacy proportioned 


to his-flation ; the leaſt was two thouſand crowns 3 


mine was the moſt conſiderable; his grace veg 
bequeathed to me ten thouſand piſtoles, as a proof 
of his particular affection. He did not forget the 
hoſpitals, and founded annual ſervice in ſeveral con- 
vents. | 
Madam d'Olivarez ſent all the domeſtics to Ma- 
drid, to riceive their legacies from the ſteward Don 
Raymond Caporis, who had orders to pay them; 
but I could not accompany them, being detained at 
the caſtle ſeven or eight days by a high fever, which 
was the fruit of my affliction. In this fituation, I 
was not abandoned by the Dominican friar: that 
good clergyman had conceived an affection for me; 


Wy and intereſting himſelf in my ſalvation, aſked, when 


he ſaw me in a fair way, what I intended todo, „I 


don't know, my good father, {anſwered I): I have 


not, as yet, determined with myſelf on that ſcore x 
at ſome moments, I am tempted to ſhut myſelf up in 


3 a cell, and do penance,” it Thoſe are precious mo- 


ments! cried the Dominican: Signior de Santillane, 


you will do wall to profit by them, I adviſe you | 
- | ws 
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16 a friend without your ceaſing to be a layman, ta 
retire, for example, into our convent at Madrid, ta 
make yourſelf a benefactor to it, by a donation of all 
your fortune, and die there under the habit of St. 
Dominick. A great many people expiate a worldly 
life, by ſuch an end.” 

I was then in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, that T 
began to reliſh the advice, and told his reverence, 
that I would conſider of it. But having conſulted 
Scipio, whom I ſaw immediately after the monk, he 
inveighed againſt that ſentiment, which ſeemed to 
him the whim of a fick perſon. © Fy ! Signior de 
Santillane, ſaid he, can you be pleaſed with ſuch a re- 


treat? Will not your houſe at Lirias afford one much 


more agreeable * If you was delighted with it hereto» 
fore, you will have a much better reliſh for the ſweets 
of it, now that you are of an age much more proper 
for taſting the beauties of nature.” 


The ſon of Coſcolina- had no great difficulty in 


making me change my opinion. Friend, ſaid I, 
thou alt prevailed over the Dominican. I ſee it 
will be better for me to return to my caſtle : and fix 
my reſolution accordingly : we will repair to Lirias, 
as ſoon as I ſhall be in a condition to travel: and this 
happened very ſoon ; for the fever having left me in 
a little time, I found myſelf ſtrong enough to put my 
deſign in execution. Scipio and I went firſt to Ma- 
drid, the ſight of which city no longer gave me that 
pleaſure which I had formerly felt; as I knew that 
almoſt all its inhabitants abhorred the memory of a 
miniſter, of whom I preſerved the moſt tender re- 
membrance, I could not behold it with a favourable 
eye: and therefore flaid in it only five or fix days, 
which Scipio employed in making preparations for 
our departure for Lirias. While he was buſy about 


our equipage, I went to Caporis, who gave me my 


legacy in doubloops: I likewiſe viſited the receivers 


of the commanderies, on whom I had penhons, took 
ME C4 - _ meaſure. 
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meaſures with them for the payment; and in a ward 
Put all my affairs in order. 45:5 Fee 
On the evening before our departure, I aſked. the 
fon of Coſcolina if he had taken leave of Don Hen. 
Kays , Yes, anſwered he, we this pany parted 
good friends: he aſſured me, that he was ſorry for 


was not ſo with him: it is not enough that the valet 
pleaſes the maſter; the maſter ought at the fame time 
to pleaſe the valet; otherwiſe they are very ill met. 


figure at court, where he is ſunk into the lowelt con- 
tempt. He is even pointed at in the ſtreets, and 
every body calls him the ſon of the Geaoeſe, So you 
may gueſs whether or not it is agreeable to a lad of 
bo nour, to ſerve a man in ſuch diſgrace.” , 
At length, we ſet out from Madrid early one 
morning, and took the road to Cuenca, in the fol- 
lowing order and cquipage : my confident and I were 
mounted in a chaiſe and pair, conducted by a poſtil- 
Jion; three moyles loaded with our baggage and 
money, and led by two grooms, followed choſe at- 
ter; and two luſty lacqueys, choſen by Scipio, mount» 
ed on mules, and armed to the teeth, brought up 
the rear: the grooms wore ſabres, and the poſtilion 
had two good piſtols at his ſaddle-bow. As we were 
in all ſeven men, fix of whom wete very reſolute, 
1 travelled merrily, without any. apprehenſion of 
Joling my legacy. Our moyles proudly ſounding 
their bells, in the villages: through which we paſſed, 
_ the peaſants ran to their doors, to fee the march of 
our Ae ehe which they imagined to belong to ſome 
= grandee going to take poſſeſnion of a vice-TOyalty. 


CHAP, 


my leaving him; but if he was ſatisfied with me, | 


Beſides, added he, Don Henry makes but a pitiful | 
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CHAP, XIII. 


Cil Blas returns to his caſtle,. where he is overjoyed-to find 
Seraphina, his god-daughter, marriageable :. and falls 
in love with another lads. | | 


Spent fifteen days on the road to Lirias, being un- 
der no neceſſity of travelling faſt : all that I de- 
{red was, to arrive at it ſafely ; and my wiſh was ac- 
compliſhed. The fight of my cable firſt inſpired. 
me with ſome melancholy thoughts, id recalling the 
memory. of Antonia : but I ſoon baniſhed them, by. 
entertaining my ſancy with more pleaſant ideas: and 
this J could the more cafily do, as twenty years, 
which were elapſed fince her death, had a good deal 
weakened the force of my ſorrow. 

As ſoon as 1 entered. the caſtle, Beatrice and hep 
daughter came with great eagerneſs to ſalute me ; 
then the father, mother, and child hugged one ano- 
ther with tranſports of joy, which charmed me, 

After their mutual embraces, I looked. at my. god-— 
daughter attemively, ſaying : © Can this be that Se- 
raphina whom I leſt in the cradle, when I departed: 
from Lirias! I am overjoyed to ſee her again, ſo tall 
and ſo handſome, we muſt have her ſettled for life.“ 
« How, my dear god-father, (cried ſhe, reddening 
at my laſt words) you have ſeen me but for. a mo- 
ment, and you alrcady talk of getting rid of me !” 
« No, my child, (anſwered I) we don't intend to 
Tofe you by marriage : we mult have a huſband wha 
will enjoy you, wathout robbing your parents of 
Cs |  - Four 
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| your company, and in a manner live with us altoge. 
Ther.“ g : 


« Such an one offers at preſent, ſaid. Beatrice æ 


a gentleman of this country, having ſeen Seraphina 
one day at maſs, in the vlilage-chapel, fell in love 
with her. He has been to viſit me, declared his paſ- 
Hon, and aſked my confent. If you had it, (ſaid 1 
to him) you would be never the nearer; Seraphina 
depends upon her father and god-father, who alone 
can dipoſe her. All that I can do for you, is to in- 
form them, by a letter, of your demand, which, 1 
own, does honour to my daughter. Really, gentle- 
men, added ſhe, I was going to write about it im- 
mediately:: but now that you are peturned, you ſhall 
do in it what you think proper.” 

But, faid Scipio, what character has this Hidal- 
£0?* is he, like moſt of your ſmall gentry, proud 


of his nobility, aud inſolent to plebeians ?“ „ Not 


at all, replied Beatrice: he is a ſweet tempered 
young man, extremely polite, has a good mien, and 
3s not yet full thirty.” „Tou draw an agreeable 
Picture of that cavalier, ſaid I to Beatrice: prey, 
what it his name?“ Don Juan de Jutella, an- 


fwered Scipio's wife: he has but lately ſucceeded 


to his father, and lives in a caſtle about a league from 
Hence with a yaung ſiſter, who is under his care.“ 
4 I have formerly, ſaid I, heard of this gentleman's 
family, which 1s one of the moſt noble in the king- 
dom of Valencia.” I efteem his nobility, cried 
Scipio, leſs than the qualities of his heart — under- 
Nanding; and this Don Juan will ſuit us very well, 
provided he be a man of honour.” He has the 
reputatiou of one, ſaid Seraphina, joining in the con- 
verlation: the mhabitanth of Lirias, who knew him, 


Hidalgo, literally, the ſon of ſomebody, is an 
appellation given to à country gentleman in Spain. 
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tive him the beſt of characters. At theſe words o 
my god- daughter, I fmiled to her father; who having | | i 
likewiſe obſerved them, concluded, that his daugh- Wa: 
ter was not diſpleaſed at her gallant. ——_ 

This cavalier ſoon got notice of our arrival at Liri- 
as; and two days after appeared at our caſtle. He 
ſaluted us gracefully ; and, far from contradicting by 
his preſence what Beatrice had ſaid to his advantage,. Wn 


his behaviour made us conceive an high opinion of 


his merit. He told us, that as our neighbour, he 
had come to congratulate us upon our happy return; 
and we received him with all the courtefy in our 
power: but this viſit, Which was made out of pure 
civility, paſſed im mutual compliments: and Dan. Wl 
Juan, without having mentioned a ſyllable of his paſ- Wl 
ion for Seraphina, retired, only deſiring our per- 
miſſion to profit by a neighbourhood, which he fore- al 
ſaw would be very agreeable to him. When he was 
gone Beatrice, aſking our opinion of the gentleman,. Wl 
we anſwered, that he had prepoſſeſſed us in his ia- WY 
vour; and that, in all appearance, fortune could not: Wl 
offer a better match for Seraphina. 2 1 
The very next day I went out after dinner with 
Coſcolina's ſon, to return the viſit which we owed to- 
Don Juan. We took the road to his caſtle, condudt- Wi 
ed by a guide, who (when we had walked about 
three quarters of an hour) ſaid, „There is the caſtle: 
of Don Juan de Jutella.”* In vain did we caſt our 
eyes around the country; it was a long time before 
we perceived it; nay, we did not diſcover it till We. 
arrived at the gate; for it was ſituated at the foot of 
a mountain, in the middle of a wood, whoſe lofty: 
trees concealed it from-the view. The houſe denoted? 
the nobility, more than the opulence of its maſter ;; 
however, when we entered, we found the crazineſs; 
of the building compenſated by the richneſs of the: 
furniture. | 8 A 
| | CG . | Don 
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Don Juan received us in a very handſome ball, 


where he introduced us to a lady whom he called his 


filter Dorothea, and who ſeemed to be about the age 
of nineteen or twenty. She was full drefled, becaufe 
Having expected our viſit, he was defirous of ap- 
pearing as amiable as ſhe could ; and offering herſeff 
to my view, in all her charms, ſhe made the ſame 


impreſſion that Antonie bad made upon my heart; 


that is, I was diſconcerted :: but concealed my diſor. 
der ſo well, that Scipio himſelt did not obſerve it. 


Our converſation, like that of the Ie day, 
turned upon the mutual pleaſure we 5 


ould enjoy in 
Viſiting one another, and living together in good neigh- 


bourhoed. He did not, as yet, ſpeak to us of Sera- 


Phina, and we gave him no encouragement to declare 
is paſſion, refolving that it ſhould firſt come from 
thimſ-1t During the-converſation, I frequently eyed 
Dorothea, rhough I affected to look at her as little as 
poſſible; and every time our eyes met, ſhe darted 
freſh arrows into my foul. I muſt fay, however, 
For the lake of truth. that this beloved object was 
mot a perfect beauty; for, though her ſkin was of a 
dazzling whitcneſs, and her lips of the complexion 
Of the roſe, her noſe was ſomewhat too long, and her 
eyes toohtile, Nevertheleſs the whole together quite 
enchanted me. | 

In ſhort, 1 did not leave the caſtle of Jutella as I 
Had entered it; and on my return to Luias, my mind 
was ſo wholly poſſefſed by Doroth-a, that I ſaw no- 
thing but her, and ſhe was the ſole fuje&t of my con- 
werſation, © How ! maſtcr ! {ſaid Scipio, looking at 
me with aſtoniſhment) vou are very full of Don Juan's 
filter. Hath ſhe made a conqueſt of your heart?“ 
4 Yes, friend, {anſwered I) and I bluſh at my own 
weakneſs, O heavens! muſt I, who, ſince Antonia's 


death, have beheld a thouſand beauties with indif- 
ference, meet with one, at my age, who, in ſpite of 
all my endeavours, inflame? me with lovel“ 6 hy 
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Sir, (replied Coſcolina's ſon) you ought to rejoice, Wi 
inſtead of complaining, at the adventure: there 16 
nothing ridiculous in à man of your age being in 
love, and' time hath not as yet ſo furrowed your 
brow, as to deprive you of the hope of pleaſing. 
Take my advice, when next you ſee Don Juan bol 

ly demand his ſiſter in marriage; he cannot refuſe 
her to ſuch a perſon as you: and beſides, if it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary that Dorothea's huſband ſhould be 


r 


. a gentleman, are not you one? You have letters 
of nobility, and that is enough for your poſterity, 
) when time ſhall have ſhrowded theſe letters with that 
; thick veil which covers the origin of all great fami- 
. lies: after four or five generations, the race of San» 
: tillane will .be the moſt illuſtrious,” 
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CHAPTER: the laſt, 


The double marriage celebrated at Lirias, which concludes 
the hiſtory of Gil Blas. de Santillane. ry 


C*CIPIO. by this. difcoarte; encourged me to de- 
- clare myſelf the lover of Dorothea, without con- 


' Aidering that he expoſed me to the riſk of a refuſal: 


I could not, however, determine upon it without 
trembling: for, although I looked younger than I. 
Wat, and could have ſunk ten good years at leaſt of 
my age, I could not help thinking I had good rea- 
fon to doubt of my plealing a young beauty. I re- 
folved, nevertheleſs, to riſk the demand, as ſoon as 
I ſhould ſeg her brother, who, for his part, being 
uncerrain of eee my god. daughter, was not 
without abundance of anxiety. | | 

He returned to my houſe next morning, juſt as I 
had done dreſſing, and ſaid, ** Signior de Santillane, 
Jam come to-day to talk with you about a ſerious 
affair.“ I carried him into a cloſet, where, coming 
to the point at once, „I believe (continued he) that 
you are not ignorant of my errand. I love Seraphi- 
na ; and as you can {way her father to any thing, 
pray render him favourable to me; procure for me 
the object of my paſſion, and let me owe the hap- 
pineſs of my life to you.“ „ Signior Don Juan, 
(anſwered I) ſince you come to the buſineſs at once, 
give me leave to follow your example; and, after 


having promiſed you my good offices with the fa- 
ther of my god-daughter, to demand your intereſt 


with your ſiſter in my behalf.” 

At theſe laſt words, Don Juan expreſſed an agreea- 
ble furprize, from which I drew a favourable omen. 
% Is it poſſible, {cried he) that Dorothea made a 
gongueſi of your heart yeſterday ?' „ I am quite 
. . charmed 


"'TTIL BLAS. N 
charmed with her! (ſaid I) and will think myſelf the 
happieſt of mankind, if my demand is agreeable to 
you both.” «4 Of that you may be aſſured, (he re- 
plied :) noble as we are, we will not diſdain your al- 
liance.“ „I am very glad {anſwered I) that you 
make no difficulty in receiving a plebeian for your 
brother-in-law : I eſteem you the more on that ac- 
connt; and in ſo doing, you ſhew your good un- 
derſtanding; but, were you even ſo vain as to refuſe 
ts ſiſter's Hand to any body but a gentleman, 
know, that I could ſatisfy your pride: I have la- 
boured twenty years under the miniſter; and the. 
king, to recompence the ſervices which I had done 
the ſtate, has gratified me with letters of nobility, 
which you ſhall ſee.” So ſaying, I took my patent 
out of the drawer where it lay concealed, and pre- 
$ ſented it to the gentleman, who read it attentively, 
8 from begining to end, with vaſt ſatis faction. This 
't is excellent! (ſaid he, reſtoring the papers: Doro- 
| thea is yours.” „ And you (cried I) may depend 
1 upon Seraphina.? | 


h 


Þ 7 


, Theſe two marriages being thus reſolved upon, all 
1s that remained, was to know, if the brides would 
8 conſent with a good grace: for Don Juan and I be- 
at 


ing equally delicate, did not intend to force their in- 
clinations. That gentleman returned, therefore, to 


g. his caſtle of Jutella, to propoſe me to his ſiſter; and; 
ne J aſſembled Scipio, Beatrice, and their daughter, to 
p- communicate the converſation J had with that cava- 
n, lier. Beatrice was for accepting him without heſita- 


e, tion; and Seraphina, by her ſilence, ſhewed that ſhe 

was of her mother's opinion. As to the father, he 
fa. was not indeed averſe to the match; but expreſfed 
eſt ſome uneaſineſs about the dowry, which, he ſaid, 

muſt be given to the gentleman, whoſe caſtle had 
ſuch preſſing need of repairs, I oy Scipio's mouth, 
ene telling him, that affair concerned me, and that I 
i would make a preſent to my god-daughter of four 
4 thouſand piſtoles for her portion. 


Don 


ſed with your 


* 


64. ' 
1 


mine may be in no worſe condition.“ *© They are 
alſo on an excellent footing, (he replied) I had no- 
occaſion to employ authority, to obtain Dorothra's 
conſent : youFperlon is to her likng, and ſhe is plea- 
chavieur. You was apprehenſive of 
your being diſagreeable to her; and ſhe is more, 


| f | quſtly afraid, that having nothing but her heart and 


hand to offer“ © What more would 1 have! 


{cried I, in a tranſport of joy ;) ſince the cha ming 


Dorothea has no reluftance to unite her fate with. 
mine, I aſk no more!. I am rich enough to marry 


her without a portion, and the- poſſeſſion of her alone 


will crown my wiſhes !?”” : 
Don Juan and I, well pleaſed with having brought 
matters happily ſo far, r1elolved to haſten our nuptials. 
by ſuprefſſing all ſupe: fluous ceremonies. I brought, 
this gentleman and. Seraphina's Parents together ; and 
after they had agreed upon. the conditions of the 
marriage, he took his leave, promiſing to return 
next day with Dorothea. The deſire I had of ap- 


--Pearing agreeable to that lady, made me employ. 


three bours, at leaſt, in adjuſting and adonizing my- 
ſelf, pleaſed with my own perſon. It is only a plea- 
ſure for a young man to prepare himſelt for viſiting 
his miſtreſs ; but to one who begins to grow old, 
it is quite a fatigue. However, I was more happy 
than 1 deſerved to be. 


When next I ſaw Don Juan's ſiſter, ſhe regarded me 


with ſuch a favourable eye, that I imagined myſelf 
ſtill good for ſomething, I had a long eonverſation 
with her, was charmed with her difpoſition; and 
concluded, that, with delicate behaviour, and a 
great deal of complaiſance, I ſhould become a be- 
loved ſpouſe. Elevated with this agreeable hope, I 
ſent to Valencia for two notaries, who drew up the 
contract of marijage; then we had rccourſe to the 

” N curate 


„The ADVENTURES of _ 
a Don. Juan returning that very evening, „ Your 
affairs (ſaid I to him) fucceed to a miracle; I wiſh" 


s. .. 


We, Lal > re hs had 


eurate of Paterna, who came to Lirias, and married 
Don Juan and me to our miſtreſſes. | "Ti 


Thus for the ſecond time, did I light the torch of 
; Hymen, and had no cauſe to repent my conduct. 


Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, made a pleaſure of 
her duty; and, ſenſible of my care to anticipate her 
deſires, ſoon attached herfelf to me, as much as if 
I had, been a young man. On the other hand, Don 
Juan and my god-daughter were inflamed with 
mutual ardour ; and, what is very ſingular, the two 
ſiſters · in. law conceived the moſt paſſionate and fin- 
ccre friendſhip for one another. As for my part, I 
found ſo many good qualities in my brother-in-law, 
that I felt a real affection for him; and he did not 
repay it with ingratitude. In ſhort, the union that 
rcigned among us was ſuch, that in the evening, 


when we parted, only till next day, that ſeparation 


was not performed without pain; ſo that, of the two 
families, we reſolved to. make one, which ſhould live 


ſometimes at the callle of Linas, and ſometimes at : 


that of Jutella, which, for this purpoſe, received 
great reparations, by the help of his excellency's pile 
toles. 

I have for three years, gentle reader, led a delici- 
ous life with people whom I love ſo much; and to 
crown my felicity, heaven hes bleſſed me with two 
children, whom I pioyſly believe to be my own, and 


whoſe education ſhall be the amuſement of my old | 


age. 8 


— 
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| TO be ignorant of our mother tongue is not ouly 8 
misfortune, but a difgrace; eſpecially as Grammar 
„ „ 38 


is a branch of learning now more cultivated in Eng. 

land than in any other part of the globe; thoſe per- 
ſons, therefore, who ſpeak or write with impropriety, 

are even without an excuſe to palliate their ignorance, 
Grammar, which contains the rules for ſpeaking or 
Writing any language, properly, has lately been greatly 
attended to by the molt celebrated men among us. 
Many ingenious and intereſting. articles are diſſemi- 
Natcd in the variety of Dictionaries alicady extant ; ( 
with all theſe performances we ſhall! endeavour to en- 

rich this work; being determined that nothing valu- 
able ſhall eſcape our vigilance and attention. The 
whole ſubſtance of every ingenious production, on 
the ſubje& of Grammar, ſhall be tranſplanted into 
THE NEW ROYAL ENGLISH DicT1iONARY. 

Every Dictionary hitherto publiſhed of the Engliſh 
language, is either a large folio, which coſts ſeveral 
pounds, or a ſmall volume in octavo, of the price of 

nix or twelve ſhillings. The former is conſequently 
too prolix, and the latter too conciſe: we therefore 

=_ imagined that a medium between the two extremes 
k would, at once, contribute to the improvement an 
cconomy of the purchaſers. Excluſive of every ar 

. Ticle neceſſary for underſtanding the language of his & 7 

= country, this Work will alſo comprehend Biography þ 

5 Geogrephy, Chronology, and Heathen Mythology y 

9 It will indeed be very extenſive, copious, and ſatis h 

F 


{ j factory; and, though leſs expenſive than the folios o C F 
the ſame ſubject, will contain five times the quantit 1 
of any oftavo Dictionary in one volume. te 
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